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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
JANUARY 5, 2020 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:15 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and anytime by appoint-
ment. 
 

Baptism 
Baptisms are held on Saturdays by appointment or the 2nd 
& 4th Sundays of the month.  Please contact Rita Danhardt 
for additional information. 
 

Matrimony 
Please contact the Parish Office at least one year in ad-
vance of desired date and prior to making any arrange-
ments for the wedding reception. 
 

Confirmation 
Please contact Rita Danhardt for information.  Confirmation 
is conferred in the Tenth Grade. 
 

R.C.I.A. 
If you feel you are being called to join the Catholic Church, 
please contact Rita Danhardt. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Please inform the Parish Office about parishioners who 
need this sacrament as soon as their illness becomes seri-
ous or before surgery. 
 

Holy Orders 
If you believe you are being called by God to serve the 
Church as a priest, deacon or religious brother or sister, 
contact Fr. Solomon. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

“They showed us unusual kindness.” (Acts 28:2) 

From the 
Administrator’s Desk……. 

A blessed Feast of the Epiphany, Baptism of the Lord, 
and Wedding Feast at Cana!  It is quite a busy day for 
us.  We are entering a difficult period, a time when the 
weather is bad, the days are dark, and the city is empty.  
I thought this interesting article from The Catholic Herald 
in England may help with all that.  I certainly like the idea 
of feasting rather than going to the gym.      
 
“The modern tendency is to start and end Christmas 
early. Let’s return to our roots and celebrate until 
Candlemas  
 
One of the downsides of starting Christmas so soon is 
that it finishes too soon. Obviously, if the season starts 
commercially just after Halloween, and the Christmas 
lights go on at the beginning of November, and the party 
season gets going in early December, you’re over the 
celebrations by St Stephen’s, or Boxing Day, with one 
last hurrah on New Year’s Eve. As an uncle of mine used 
to say dolefully, after tea on Christmas Day: “That’s 
Christmas over for another year.” Wrong, obviously. 
Christmas goes on for Twelve Days, Christmas Eve to 
Epiphany, a feast we do not keep by putting the bald 
Christmas trees out.  
 
In fact, I’d say myself that we shouldn’t give up on Christ-
mas until Candlemas, February 2. That was the way the 
Church’s calendar intended it: the Christmas season ex-
tended right through the second most dispiriting month of 
the year, right into the most depressing one. January 
without Christmas can be a downbeat month, but if we 
think of it as a modified extension of the Christmas sea-
son, it has an altogether different character.  
 
There couldn’t be a worse time for the New Year, New 
You thing of giving up starchy carbs; this is exactly the 
time we should be eating them, having our friends round. 
It’s still the time for filling your house with candles and 
greenery, and entertaining. Candlemas Eve, not Epiph-
any, used to be the time when people took down their 
sprays of greenery, holly and ivy. As Robert Herrick put it 
in his poem for the Eve: “Down with the Rosemary and 
Bayes, down with the Mistletoe; Instead of Holly now up-
raise the greener Box, for show...” And so on, with all the 
green stuff of Christmas being replaced with their spring-
time equivalents, to celebrate Whitsun or Easter.  
 
In other words, the notion of decorations coming down 
on January 1st or the 6th, is wildly premature – a Victo-
rian innovation. Nick Groom, in his admirable book, The 
Seasons, put it perceptively:  

 
 

‘It was in the interests of 19th-century commercial soci-
ety to get everyone back to work promptly. Today deco-
rations can go up alarmingly early... but they also come 
down much earlier too. The season of Christmastide has, 
in other words, shifted forward as if it now expresses an 
impatient and premature desire for gratification. The re-
sult is that there are two cold months of winter following 
Christmas. It is a bleak time and there is little cheer and 
spring seems far away, which perhaps accounts for the 
rising popularity of Valentine’s Day.’  
 
So what I’m proposing is radical in the sense of a return 
to our roots. Keep the party going right through January. 
Don’t give up on the celebratory spirit for an entire 
month. And definitely don’t stop the Christmas parties 
until they culminate in an explosion of festivity with the 
Epiphany.  
 
As far as I’m concerned, there are two celebratory days 
bookending the Christmas season: one, at the start of 
Advent, the feast of St Nicholas, when, like the Dutch do, 
I put something small in the children’s shoes the night 
before. The other is Twelfth Night, the vigil of the Epiph-
any, which is a time for grown-ups to play party games, 
in the spirit of the season. Incidentally, Bulgarians still 
do, as Catholics once did on the Epiphany, celebrate the 
Baptism of Christ then – an interesting combination of 
feasts.  
But what I’m going to try to do from now on is celebrate 
Candlemas properly too, and obviously I’m thinking can-
dles. If we’re styling the feast, it’ll be as a festival of light 
for the Purification of the Virgin.  
 
There’s something counter-cultural about all this. If secu-
lar society has appropriated Advent for premature Christ-
mas celebrations – well, we can take back January by 
keeping up a mildly celebratory mood. And if we decline 
to start our fasting and abstinence regime on New Year’s 
Day, bang in the middle of the Twelve Days – well, it 
leaves us free to take it up for Lent, when the weather’s 
better. There can, after all, be little worse than Dry Janu-
ary, the month when secular abstainers give up drink, 
even though drink is probably exactly what you need.  
 
In short, the way to strike against the secularisation of 
the calendar is to have more fun ... all the way to Candle-
mas.”  The Catholic Herald, Melanie McDonagh, 22 De-
cember 2016  
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9 Days for Life is the Bishops’ multi-
faceted novena for the respect and 
protection of human life.  Each day, a 
different intention is accompanied by a 
short reflection, suggested actions, 
and related information.  Everyone is 
encouraged to sign up to sign up to 
receive the novena by email, text mes-
sage, or by using their app at 

www.9daysforlife.com.  This novena begins on January 21 
and concludes on January 29.  If you do not want to deal 
with all the digital options, we will have printouts available in 
the entrance of the church as this gets closer. 

 
 
 
 
 
Readings for the week of January 5, 2020 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 
11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/Mt 
4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk 
6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 
[cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/Lk 
5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 
9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/
Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17 

 
 
Yes, we will be having our Polish 
Dinner again this year!  It is scheduled 
for Sunday January 26th and we will 
have tickets in week or so.  But, in the 
meantime, we are looking for bakers to 
help us with the homemade desserts.  

We will be making Babka, Kolachi & Chrusciki.  If you 
want to have some fun and make some delicious pas-
tries please join us.  We will be doing this on Saturday, 
January 11th starting at 10am in the parish kitchen.  We 
look forward to working with you.  
 

 
 
Please mark your calendars for our Re-
spect Life Day of Prayer.  This will be held 
on January 24th and additional information 
will be forthcoming.   
 
 
 

 
 
The elves know that you will be taking 
your Christmas Decorations down 
since the  Season is coming to an end.   
If you find that you have some decora-
tions that you no longer have room for, 

they will definitely take them off your hands.  Just bring 
them by the parish office.  Please let us know in advance 
if it is a large load and we can meet you at the shed.  
Thank you. 
 

 
The Giving Tree committee 
would like to thank everyone for 
their generous contributions.  
Thanks to your kindness, we 
were able to make a happy 
Christmas for 16 families and we 

also able to help load the Worcester County Clothing 
Closet with clothing and coast for 24 children.  Before we 
took our items, their closet was bare so we all really 
made a difference. 
 

 
Congratulations to all of you who 
completed the New Testament in 
one year.  Well, we have another 
challenge for you and know that 
you are up to it!  We will be read-

ing the Old Testament in one year.  We can email the 
form to you or you are welcome to pick it up in the center 
entrance of church.  Congrats to all……. 

 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  

 
 
 
Sharing the Gospel 
 
When Jesus was born, angels sang. I'll bet you never 
thought stars could sing for Jesus, too. But the stars in the 
sky sang in their own way, just by moving and twinkling in the 
sky. The Savior was born. Jesus was the King that God's 
people had been waiting for. Magi who had been watching 
the sky saw a star much brighter than the rest. They followed 
that star until they found Jesus, and they worshipped their 
new king. 
 
Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for making the stars move and twinkle 
in a special way, so that the Magi could find Jesus. 
 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of the Magi following the brightest star. 
 
Mission for the Week 
Ask your family if you can visit a planetarium, or look through 
a special telescope, so you can see the stars God made. 
 
©2007 - PO Box 510817, New Berlin, WI 53151-0817 
1-800-950-9952 x2469 LPiResourceCenter.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 4 
Holy Savior Saturday  
5:15p.m. Parishioners 
January 5 
Holy Savior 
7:00a.m. Dec. Members of the Kane & Hipszer 
 Families 
8:30a.m.  Carlo DiFilippo 
10:00a.m. Cathi DeChant 
 
January 6 Monday 
8:30a.m. Edwin Robert Mathesius,Jr.  
January 7 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Pietro Malandross 
January 8 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Rita Castrignano 
January 9 Thursday 
8:3a.m. Paul L. Santoni 
January 10 Friday 
 No Mass 
  
January 11 
Holy Savior Saturday  
5:15p.m. Sharon & Steven Kemp 
January 12 
Holy Savior 
7:00a.m. Parishioners 
8:30a.m.  Andrew Wachter 
10:00a.m. Cathi DeChant 

 
 
 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.  This weeks 
candle is lit for Jodie Hohenstein from Kay 
Fletcher.. 
 
 

 
 

If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-
7038 for additional information. 



 

 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
 
 
From the desk of Kathleen Manns, Principal… 

 

 

“Joy to the World, the Lord is Come” 

 
School will resume on Monday, January 6th, 2020. We 
look forward to our students returning to school well 
rested and ready to learn.  
 
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School will 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week during the week of 
January 26th through February 1st. In doing so, we join 
Catholic Schools across the nation in proclaiming the 
value and benefits of a Catholic school education and 
we join with our colleagues and friends in celebrating 
the success of our school in providing a ministry of 
faith and education to our 150 families. The complete 
schedule of events for Catholic Schools Week will be 
published in future bulletin articles. Please join us 
Sunday, January 26th for our Annual Open House from 
12:00-2:30 p.m. 
 
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School is continuing 
to accept applications for the 2019-2020 academic 
year. We offer Pre-K 3, Pre-K 4 programs with a full or 
half day option. We also have availability in K through 
8th grades. MBS is a STREAM school that 
emphasizes the intellectual, spiritual, and physical 
development of every child. Our tuition rates are 
comparable and reasonable. Tuition assistance is 
available. We offer before and after-care as well as 
bus service for our Delaware residents. Please contact 
our school office at 410-208-1600 for more information 
or to schedule a tour. 
 
From all of us at MBSCS, God bless our families and 
wishing you a safe and restful week. 
 
It is a great time to be an MBSCS Dolphin! 

 

 

 
Hooray!!  Winter is here!!!   I am definitely 
a woman of all seasons!    I like the hot 
Summer days, the brisk Fall afternoons 

(probably my favorite), the smell of Spring and yes, even 
the cold Winter days!  I even love the snow as long as it 
doesn’t move in and stay for weeks and weeks!  I also like it 
when it is pristine, not a big fan of snirt (a little bit of snow ~ 
a little bit of dirt and that’s what we call snirt J)  It is in the 
changes that I most frequently see God….and it makes me 
realize that wherever I am in my journey, whether I am fresh 
like spring, crisp like Fall or even if I am feeling a little like 
snirt…God is there in all of it and he loves me, snirt and all!  
In the reassurance of God’s love, I am truly able to live his 
will and to rejoice in his new creations…including me!   So, 
this week, take some time to feel the warmth of God’s love 
in your life!  Stay warm God Bless!! 
                              Rita 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Mary Star of the Sea TOP Group is running our an-
nual Share the Warmth Drive We are accepting coats, 
hats, scarfs and socks!   So as you look through your 
closets please consider bring us your new or gently 
used coats and new socks, hats and gloves!  Help us 
to share the warmth in our Community!!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
LOCK IN    January 31, 2020 from 9 PM to 8AM! This 
is an awesome evening of fun and fellowship and is 
open to Members of our TOP group (all 7th to 10th 
grade students) and their guests!!!   For questions call 
4102897038 or email relig-
ioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
                                       
Religious Education Calendar 
Jan 5     (Today) Classes resume 
12

th
    11:30 In the Hall Parent Sacramental Meeting 

for children preparing for Reconciliation/First Com-
munion 
                 All classes meet. 
  19th      No Classes  Martin Luther King Weekend 
  25th   Saturday ~ First Reconciliation for 2nd Grade  
10  AM   Church 
  26th    10 Am  All classes 
   31st       Lock In                 

mailto:religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
mailto:religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com


 

 

  

 

  

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

FINANCE COUNCIL NEWS 
   

Monthly Budget Update 
7/1/19—11/30/2019 

 
Total Actual Revenue  $350,547 

Total Budged Revenue $358,359 

    Revenue Deficit  $ -7,812 

 

Total Budget Expenses $331,887 

Total Actual Expenses $340,123 

    Expense Surplus  $   8,236 

 

Actual Net Income  $  10,423 

Budgeted Net Income  $  26,472 

    Net Income Deficit  $  16,049 

 

Thank you for your continuing support! 

 

 

  

 

Electronic Giving 
 

Electronic giving (called WeShare) is the preferred way to make your weekly offertory. By giving electronically, it relieves 
the need for about 6 parishioners to count money every Sunday (about 10 hours total). Furthermore, the parish could 
eventually save money on envelope printing and mailing and you would not have to write checks. The Finance Council 
would also be able to budget more efficiently. Please consider making the switch; it is safe and secure. Cards are avail-
able in the back of church with instructions to join WeShare and have your offering sent electronically. If you need assis-
tance setting this up, please don’t hesitate to call the parish office (410-289-0652). Thank you for your continuing support. 

 

Tax Free Charitable Distribution 
 

Need a tax break?  Congress has permanently enacted 
qualified charitable distributions from your traditional IRA 
accounts.  These distributions can be used to satisfy all 
or a portion of your Required Minimum Distribution and 
are free of federal and state income tax.  Also, these gifts 
help you avoid the Medicare high income surcharge and 
can help reduce your income taxes on your social secu-
rity benefits.   
 
Distributions must be made directly from your IRA ac-
count to St. Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church.  For 
questions, contact the parish office at 410-289-0652 

 
 

 

“GO FUND ME” 
Capital Campaign Site 

 
Please tell your family, friends, and neighbors and/or 
post on social media that St. Mary’s Star of the Sea 
has a Go Fund Me page to help us finance the Ex-
panding Our Home capital campaign.  This project not 
only expands and renovates historic St. Mary’s 
Church, but also improves Ocean City’s downtown. 
 
Please post this link on your social media sites. 
 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/expanding-our-home 


