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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        (CLOSED FOR THE RENOVATIONS) 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 

BETHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 5PM—THROUGH THE END OF SEPTEMBER 

 

 

“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” (Col. 3:14) 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
We continue our journey with our souls focused on the 
wonders that God is doing in our midst. We continue 
to celebrate what God has done for us, in us, and 
through us.  
 
God communicates himself to the world only in love 
and in the observance of the word of Jesus, now 
interpreted by the Spirit (gospel). The "coming" of 
God, his dwelling among us, takes place in "love" for 
Christ, in the "observance" of his word, which is that of 
the Father. 
 
"If anyone loves me, he will keep my word and my 
Father will love him and we will come to him and make 
our home with him." Yes, when we love, God lives in 
our existence in a stable way. There is no experience 
of pain or joy, of failure or success, of sharing or 
isolation, to which He is a stranger, of which He 
cannot understand.  
 
His presence actually changes our perspective. Our 
personal history becomes a "place of peace". This 
peace resists even in the midst of struggles and 
persecutions, conflicts and rejections. It is that peace 
of which St. Francis of Assisi speaks when he 
explains to Brother Leo "where there is perfect joy." If 
we live in love, God lives in us and He becomes our 
strength. 
 
I find consolation in the words of this week’s liturgy. As 
we say “Thank you” and “Goodbye” to Deacon Dave, 
we are first and foremost thanking God for allowing us 
to experience God’s love through Deacon Dave’s 
ministry. We are thankful that he said Yes and came 
to us. We are thankful he continues to say Yes to the 
will of God.  
 
We have received Deacon Dave and his ministry as 
an expression of God’s love for us. We are sending 
him forth, with our blessings, out of love for God. What 
is received in love must be given in love. And that’s 
what we want to focus on: allowing  God’s love always 
be at the center of our lives.  
 

Deacon Dave: on behalf of the parish, thank you so 
much for sharing your love for the Lord with us. We 
have felt blessed, enriched, and especially loved by 
your presence here. Please, remember us in your 
prayers as we go through this transition time. And 
don’t be a stranger!  
 
Personally, I will miss you a lot. I appreciated not only 
your ministry, but also your companionship and 
support. I wish you well. You will continue to bless 
others as you share God’s love with your new 
parishioners. You’re loved, my friend! You leave 
behind a streak of light, smiles and love. What an 
honor having you minister here; what a privilege 
having you helping us building up God’s home. Bring 
with you, and share with others, the “welcome home” 
you received here and let’s continue to support each 
other.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings for the week of May 26, 2019 
 
Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rv 
21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b 
[cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26--16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/
Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22--18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 
14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 16:16-
20 
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-
23 or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53 
Friday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-
6 [6]/Lk 1:39-56 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 
16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
[6]/Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53 
7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 7:55-60/Ps 97:1-2, 6-7, 9 [1a, 
9a]/Rv 22:12-14, 16-17, 20/Jn 17:20-26 
   

  

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you will be my witnesses.” (Acts 1:8) 



 
 
 

 

 Over the years I have been asked to compose 
many letters with my thoughts and feeling about vari-
ous topics.  These letters are usually easy to write be-
cause of a high passion I have for the subject.  This 
one is not, but for the same reason.  When I think of 
St Mary Star of the Sea/Holy Savior Parish, I think of a 
family.  A family which is led by the most amazing 
Pastor, Priest and friend a deacon could ever ask to 
be assigned to.  I think of a staff that is dedicated to 
making sure that everything is Christ centered, well 
organized and convenient for the parishioners.  I think 
of the parishioners who come each day, and week to 
share their talents, smiles and personalities with God 
and each other. If this doesn’t describe a healthy fam-
ily then I do not know what does.  
 
 As I stated last Sunday, when I arrived not 
sure that I wanted to stay in my ministry. It was during 
the first Mass when I heard the words “Welcome 
Home” that I turned to my wife and said, this is some-
thing special and how right I was.  During these past 
three years, you have played a big part in my renewal 
and strengthening for the ministry to which I am 
called. Through the various prayer services, retreats 
and book sharing, I have been able to refuel the fire 
that Christ has put in me, a refueling that only a family 
can do for one another.  Your open arms held me and 
encouraged me to listen and take chances again in 
stepping out in faith.  Your open hearts and minds al-
lowed me to feel the warmth of God’s love and energy 
needed to continue in this ministry.   
 
 We have shared many Spiritual moments and 

great laughs over the past three years. Something that 

helps each of us to experience what Jesus wanted us 

to experience. Last week’s Gospel stated “they will 

know you are my followers if you love one another” 

and trust me, love of one another is the heart of our 

parish.  I thank you for all the many laughs, memories 

and love that we have shared. God Bless each and 

every one of you and please continue to welcome 

home all who walk into St. Mary Star of the Sea/Holy 

Savior.  

 

Deacon Dave McDowell 

 
May 25 
Holy Savior Saturday  
5:15pm  Rose Weber 
Bethany United Methodist Church 
5:00pm Vincenzo Esposito 
May 26 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Parishioners 
8:30a.m.  Tom McLaughlin 
10:00am Roland “Fish” Powell 

 
May 27 Monday 
8:30am Francis “Moe” Hornak 
May 28 Tuesday  
8:30am Terry Elliott 
May 29 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Dave Delmonte 
May 30 Thursday 
7:00pm Gary Morton  
May 31 Friday 
 No Mass 
 
June 1 
Holy Savior Saturday  
5:15pm  Parishioners 
Bethany United Methodist Church 
5:00pm Edmund & Helen Kincler 
June 2 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am John G. Evans 
8:30a.m.  Patricia & Lugene Cleary 
10:00am John & Josephine Poyer 

 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   The Candle 
this week is in loving memory of Geraldine 
Coughlin-Combs from the Coughlin Family. 
 

 
 

 

If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office.  The 
Flowers this week on Mary’ Altar have 

been donated by John & Linda Glorioso in honor of Father 
Stanislao’s ordination anniversary. 

 
 
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Deacon’s Corner 



 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has 
stepped up and signed up for the 
Motorcycle Raffle on the board-
walk!  During May, we were just  
selling during he weekends, how-
ever, we are now going full blast 

starting Memorial Day!  We need your help.  All you 
need to do is go to  https://signup.com/go/iZbjGBQ 
and our schedule will pop up.  If you are unable to 
process on the computer, give the office a call and 
Donna will get you signed up.  Please know that we 
have two parking spaces on Caroline Street at the 
bridge.  If you are working the boards, please stop by 
the office to pick up your pass.  Thanks again for 
helping 

 

Dear friends,  Please check out the insert 
of items needed for VBS.  Please know 
they can be dropped off anytime during 
office hours or after weekend Masses.   

Coming attraction : July 22 To 26 VBS~ Roar Life is 

wild God is Good!!  Register now at https://

vbspro.events/p/events/stmaryvbs19 

Register Early to assure a VBS Shirt ~And Watch for 

the donation Board!!! 

Meet the Confirmandi!! 

At Both Church Entrances you will see a binder…if you are 

able take a minute and peruse it!  Inside them you will find 

interesting information about our Confirmation Candidates 

that were confirmed Tuesday Evening!   In a basket are 

tags with their names …I ask you to take one, stick it on 

your refrigerator, your night stand your end table, wherever 

you will see it regularly.  Anytime you see it say a special 

pray for these our young fully initiated parishioners as the 

go one to continue to discern their path in following God’s 

will!   They are an awesome group of teens…I have loved 

getting to know them and will miss them at Religious Edu-

cation but look forward to seeing them at Church.   If you 

have a connection to one of them feel free to root for their 

name but if not allow the Spirit to guide you and just pick a 

card then you can read their paper and find out a little about 

them!!     

 

  The Good and Beautiful Life (Putting on the Character 
of Christ) will begin Tuesday April 30 after the 830 Daily 
Mass.  This will be a relaxed discussion, inviting us to 
compare our ideas about with what Jesus himself re-
veals about his Father and how that can bring us true 
happiness. 

For questions or comment call Rita  410 289 7038 or 

religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 

Have you or 
do you know 
someone who 
has expressed 

an interest in becoming Catholic or was not baptized as a 
child?  St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish offers the opportu-
nity to come together in small group to learn more about the 
Catholic faith, to inquire about Church teachings and to 
share faith experiences.  Your journey of faith through RCIA 
will prepare you to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Con-
firmation and the Eucharist.  For information, contact Rita 
Danhardt at 410 289 7038 or email at relig-
ioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

Separate sessions are offered for children over the age of 6 
years. 

Additionally, if you know any inactive Catholics, please 
encourage them to call Rita Danhardt at 410 289 7038. 

 

 

 

We ask for your prayers for  parishioners that have 
passed away in the last week or two and their  

families.. 
 

Carlo DiFilippo 
Rose Marie Roberts 

 
 

Eternal rest grant upon them O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon them. 



 

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   
 

 “Little by little, just by making the effort to be open, 
we got to know many people. It wasn’t always easy, 
because if someone came around unexpectedly, we had 
to change our plans. However, we didn’t want to miss any 
opportunity to develop relationships.  

“Once we were given a cake, and we decided to 
share it with a lady who had brought us toys to send to 
Brazil. She was very happy, and we had a chance to meet 
her family. As we were leaving, she said, ‘I really wish I 
had the courage to go and visit other people!”’ 
 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses.” 
 
All Christians receive the gift of the Holy Spirit when they 
are baptized. But the Spirit also speaks in the conscience 
of all those who sincerely seek what is good and true. That 
is why all of us can make room in our lives for the spirit of 
God and allow ourselves to be guided. 

How can we recognize and listen to the Holy 
Spirit? 

This thought by Chiara Lubich, written for the Word 
of Life in June 2003, can help us: “The Holy Spirit dwells in 
us as in a temple, giving us light and guidance. He is the 
spirit of truth who enables us to understand the words of 
Jesus, making them come alive and showing their 
relevance. The Holy Spirit helps us fall in love with wisdom 
and suggests what we might say and how to say it.  

“The Holy Spirit of love kindles God’s own love in 
our hearts, enabling us to love God with all our heart, soul, 
and strength, and love the people we meet on our journey. 
He is the Spirit of fortitude, who gives us the courage and 
strength to be consistent with the Gospel and always bear 
witness to the truth ...  

“God’s love in our hearts can reach out to many 
other people with whom we can share our discovery … 
The ‘ends of the earth’ are not only geographical. They 
can be found, for example, in people close to us who 
haven’t had the joy of truly knowing the Gospel. Our 
witness must reach that far ...  

“Out of love for Jesus, we can ‘make ourselves 
one’ with everybody, forgetting ourselves so that they feel 
the gentle power of God’s love in us. Then they too will 
want to ‘make themselves one’ with us, in an exchange of 
ideals and initiatives, help and affection. Only then can we 
speak, and that too, in mutual love, will be a gift.”  
 

Letizia Magri 
 
Each month the Focolare chooses a Scripture passage as a guide 

and inspiration for daily living. Focolare’s founder, Chiara Lubich 

(1920–2008), wrote these commentaries for many years. Now an 

international commission continues this tradition, faithful to her 

spirituality of unity. Letizia Magri, an expert in marriage and family 

from the John Paul II Institute in Rome, is head of this commission 

and part of the Focolare’s center for the family. 

 
© 2019 by Living City of the Focolare Movement, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my wit-
nesses.” (Acts 1:8) 
 
The Acts of the Apostles, written by the evangelist Luke, 
opens with the promise Jesus made to the Apostles before 
his return to the Father: God will give them the strength 
they need to continue proclaiming and building his king-
dom in history.  

This does not mean they will have the power to 
organize a military coup or set up political and social 
groups that work in opposition to one another. Instead, 
Jesus’ words refer to the profound work of God’s spirit in 
the hearts of those who have received him, making them 
become “new people.” 

Shortly afterwards, the Holy Spirit was to descend 
on the disciples who were gathered together with Mary. 
The disciples would then spread Jesus’ message, starting 
from the holy city of Jerusalem to the “ends of the earth.” 
 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses.” 
 
The Apostles, and indeed all disciples of Jesus, are sent 
as “witnesses.” 

In fact, once Christians discover through Jesus 
what it means to be a child of God, they also realize they 
have been “sent out.” Our vocation and identity as children 
of God are fulfilled in mission, in going out towards other 
people, seeing them as brothers and sisters. 

We are all called to be apostles who bear witness 
with our lives and then, if necessary, do so with words too. 

We become witnesses when we make Jesus’ life-
style our own. This means having an attitude of accep-
tance and sharing towards the people we meet every day: 
in our family or at work, when studying or relaxing. It 
means having at heart the Father’s plan for all people — to 
live as one family. 

Marilena and Silvano told us their experience: 
“When we got married, we wanted our family to be open to 
others. One of the first experiences happened just before 
Christmas. Instead of hurriedly wishing people ‘Merry 
Christmas’ as we came out of church, we decided to visit 
our neighbors, bringing them small gifts.  

“They were all surprised and pleased, especially 
one family that everyone else avoided. They opened up to 
us, telling us about their difficulties and the fact that no one 
had come to their home for many years. We spent over 
two hours with them and were moved by how happy they 
were.  
 
 
 
   

Focolare Word of Life—June, 2019 
 

“You will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witesses.” (Acts 1:8) 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS—SUMMER HOURS 
Monday - Thursday—9am to 3pm 
Friday—9am to 12pm 
             410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken 
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 


