ST MARY STAR OF THE SEA
PARISH
“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” (Col. 3:14)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 31, 2019

MASS SCHEDULE
ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH
(CLOSED FOR THE RENOVATIONS)
HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH
SUNDAY 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM
MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM
SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM
CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM

Mission Statement
We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,
want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us. In this way, He can live, as
Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father. As part of the Church, we
want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and
living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a
child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory.

“So if I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought
to wash one another’s feet. (Jn 13:14)”
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
March 31, 2019
4th Sunday of Lent

Please be sure to check out the Lenten Reconciliation
Services that are listed in the bulletin.

Repentance. Envy. Joy. Hope. Have you felt these
human emotions? Today's Gospel offers a rich story,
one we can all find our place in. As we reflect on our
own spiritual lives this Lenten season, it can be helpful
to imagine ourselves in the story of the Prodigal Son.

It is the time of year once again for us to consider our
donation towards the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Our
goal this year is $44,000.

"I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as
you would treat one of your hired workers." The
younger son has sinned greatly, betraying his father's
trust and squandering his money in sin. Yet the
parable turns on his deep repentance and humble
return to his father. Is there any area of your life you
have been wandering from God or you've squandered
good gifts? This Lent, return to the sacrament of
Confession! God, a merciful Father, waits for you
there.
"While he was still a long way off, his father caught
sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to
his son, embraced him and kissed him." The father in
the parable sees his son's selfishness, perhaps even
suspects what he might do, but gives him the
inheritance anyway. After his son's departure, the
father waits with hope for his son's eventual return.
Has someone you love left the Church, made poor
decisions, or abused your trust? This Lent is a time to
let go of bitterness and to live in hope. Prepare your
heart to be merciful!
Not all in the parable invite the mercy of God into their
hearts. The self-righteous older brother dishonors his
father with his pettiness. "My son, you are here with
me always, everything I have is yours." Do you covet
what others have? Do you feel as if you've been taken
advantage of or that your work goes unseen? This
Lent is a time to grow in gratitude. Take a close look
at the blessings in our life that you might be missing.
We are all called to repentance. Open your heart to
God's personal invitation to growth!

Thursday, April 10th our parish will be hosting a
Simple Supper and Ecumenical Prayer Service
starting at 5:30pm. Please join us to welcome our
neighbors and friends.

Readings for the week of March 31, 2019
Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [9a]/2 Cor
5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and
13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:116
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18
[8a]/Jn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn
5:31-47
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23
[19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/
Jn 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/
Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11

We ask for your prayers for a parishioner that has
passed away in the last week or two and their
families..
Sheila Hodges
Eternal rest grant upon her O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon her.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Please join us every Friday at 7pm in
Holy Savior Church as we journey together with the Stations of the Cross.
This a wonderful way to connect to the
love our Lord has for us! We hope to
see you there!

thanks to everyone who joined us
last Friday for our second Soup
Supper of the year! Your Kitchen
Crew will be serving Soup and
Salad one more Friday in Lent
from 5pm to 6:45pm on the date
listed below. Cost will be $6. per person of $20. per family whichever is less. We hope you will be able to join us
and then participate in the Stations of the Cross at 7pm!
We hope you can join us!!!
Friday, April 5th
The Pastors of the Ecumenical
Group, C.U.R.E. in Ocean City will
be celebrating Common Prayer,
Food and Fellowship at various
churches in the area on Wednesdays during Lent. We will start at
5:30pmwith a prayer service in the church and will share
a simple Lenten meal following the service.
Below is the schedule and locations and we hope you
are able to attend a few!
April 3—St. Paul’s by the Sea
302 N. Baltimore Avenue
April 10th—Holy Savior Church
1705 Philadelphia Avenue
Lenten Services in our Area
Tuesday, April 2nd 6:30pm—St. John Neumann
Tuesday, April 9th 6:30pm—St. Luke

Join us Thursday, April 11th at 6pm for our
showing of Martin Scorsese’s “Silence”!
This is a story of 2 missionaries who travel
to Japan in search of their missing mentor
at a time when Christianity is outlawed.
Whey they are captured, both men are plunged into an
odyssey that will risk their lives.

2019 Annual Catholic Appeal –“AS I
HAVE DONE FOR YOU, YOU SHOULD ALSO
DO”
The 2019 Annual Catholic Appeal will
be conducted in parishes throughout the
d i o c e s e n e x t we e k e n d . F u n d s
generated by the Appeal provide
pastoral, charitable, and educational ministries to tens of
thousands of people in our 12-County diocese.
As members of [Parish Name], we are proud to be part of
the Church of Wilmington. As members, it is important that
we reach out in service to others by sharing our resources.
Just as we are one in the Body of Christ, we must
remember that we are one with other parishes and the
diocese. The Annual Catholic Appeal offers us a chance to
work in collaboration to care for the Church by sharing the
gifts God has granted us.
Our Parish target is $44,000. Your financial support also
provides funding for your parish since [50%] or [100%]
[depending upon your parish’s obligation of a school]
of monies collected above our target will be returned for our
own ministerial needs.
Please give prayerful consideration to your resources as
well as the thousands of individuals and families who
receive needed assistance through the 37 ministries
supported by the Annual Catholic Appeal. Decide ahead of
time the contribution you wish to make this year and come
to church next weekend prepared to offer your support.
You can learn more about the 2019 Annual Catholic Appeal
by picking up a copy of the campaign information handout
located [location where copies of the information
handout will be made available] or by visiting the
diocesan website at www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal.

The Irish Outreach in Ocean City is
looking for volunteers to support and
assist the J-1 Irish students arriving in
Ocean City this summer. Also looking for seasonal
donations, toiletries, blankets/sheets/towels for the
students. Please contact Lisa for further information at
(443) 513-6176.

The Polish American Club of Delmarva meets at the
Columbus Hall, behind St Luke’s Church,100th St &
Coastal Hwy, Ocean City, from 2-4pm the second
Wednesday of the month Come join us if you are of
Polish or Slavic descent. No mtgs. June, July, August.
Call Helen Sobkowiak 410-723-2639 or Maryann Lula
410-250-2548 for more information.

MASS INTENTIONS

March 30
Holy Savior
5:15pm
March 31
Holy Savior
7:00am
8:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
April 1
8:30am
April 2
8:30am
April 3
8:30a.m.
April 4
8:30am
April 5

Saturday
Parishioners
Sunday
Mary Anzengruber
Rev. John C. Moore
S.I. of Nancy Gardiner & Family
Monday
Marie Elmo
Tuesday
Vincenzo Esposito
Wednesday
Anthony Stover
Thursday
Timothy McGlone
Friday
Adoration 9am to 12noon

April 6
Holy Savior
5:15pm
April 7
Holy Savior
7:00am
8:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

Saturday
Rev. Anthony Greco
Sunday
Parishioners
Vincenzo Esposito
Roland “Fish” Powell

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the

week for a special intention or in memory of a
loved one, please contact the parish office. A
donation of $10.00 is appreciated. This week’s
candle is lit special intentions of John Sauer &
Mel Odachowski from God’s Helping Hands.

If you would like to have flowers placed
on the altar in honor of a loved one,
please contact the parish office. We
will be placing the envelope for Easter
Flowers in the pew shortly and they can
be used to honor a loved for Easter.

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month. Please
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038
for additional information.

Hello Spring!!!!!!
Yeah…
everyone knows what that means
right????
Summer is next and then…
VBS!!!! Woohoo!!!! The best week of the
whole year!! We are already meeting and discussing and
planning!! So much excitement! This year will look very
different then the past!! It should be really cool!! So, if you
are interested in helping with planning or painting or if you
have children or grandchildren or friends that want to participate now is the time…don’t want to be last minute, you
know we only have 16 weeks 2 days, 3 hours and 30 minutes until the big day BUT…who’s counting!!! ME!!!
So, the website is https://vbspro.events/p/events/
stmaryvbs19 or
reach it through our website at
www.stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
This is an awesome and exciting week for our kids and for
the teens and adults that work VBS. We gain so much
from the week but it takes many hand and various skill
sets! Anyone interested in paper Mache? We have many
different thoughts and are open to any ideas! So, while
thinking of our summer activities, I ask you to pray for a
successful program. I also ask you to pray for your role in
its success! Can you join us for the whole week? Help us
with decorating? Provide some of the needed items or more
importantly pledge to pray that the message reaches all of
us so together we can follow Jesus and recognize that even
though life is wild…GOD is Good! Thanks so much to
those who are already card board and orange, yellow and
brown table clothes!! Keep them coming! I love how many
people are exciting about helping us gather items! Next
week I will give more items and explain some new ideas!
Have an awesome week!
Enjoy the Sun…God Bless,
In Unity,
Rita
Mark your Calendar
Lenten Reconciliation Service for St. Mary Star of the
Sea Parish Religious Education Program ~ Sunday
April 7,2019
2 PM @ Holy Savior Church!
All students in Grades 2nd to 10th are Requested to take
advantage of the Grace of the beautiful Sacrament of Reconciliation. There will be no classes for any grades next
Sunday so everyone is free to attend the service! Please
be sure that the children are seated and settled no later
than 1:45.Thank You for your cooperation!!
Living Stations are coming ~ Our Elementary students will
once again will present the living Stations at 7 PM on April
12 and April 19 (Good Friday)!
New Idea~ This year we will also have another version of
Stations to be held at 6PM on Sunday, April 9th~ This version is told from a different vantage point…We are looking
for teens and adults that would be willing to share their time
and their treasure! We will give the Parish an additional
time, as we start into Holy week, for Lenten Reflection as
we have an additional opportunity to walk the way of the
cross. Also, an awesome opportunity for parents and teens
to work and walk together! If you are interested call or
Em ai l
Rita
at
410
289
7 03 8
or
re l igioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com or talk to Deacon
Dave!! We are excited to build on this beautiful parish tradition!
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Focolare Word of Life—April, 2019
“So if I, your Lord and teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet.” (Jn 13:14)
When recalling the last few hours spent with
Jesus before his death, John the Evangelist focuses
on the washing of the feet. In the past, in the Middle
East, this was a sign of welcome, usually done by
servants, toward guests who had arrived after traveling on dusty roads.
It was for this very reason that the disciples at
first did not want to let their teacher do this. But then,
he explained.

“So if I, your Lord and teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”
Through this very meaningful gesture, John
reveals the whole mission of Jesus: he who is Lord
and teacher entered into human history to meet everyone, to serve us and lead us back to the encounter
with the Father.
Day after day, throughout his earthly life, Jesus
constantly stripped himself of every sign of his greatness. That evening, as he was preparing to give his
life on the cross, he gave as his legacy to his disciples
this teaching.

“So if I, your Lord and teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”
It is a clear and simple invitation, one that we
can all understand and put into practice immediately,
in every situation and in all social and cultural contexts.
Having received the revelation of God’s love
through Jesus’ life and words, Christians “owe” it to
their neighbors to strive to imitate Jesus. By welcoming
and serving their brothers and sisters, they become
ambassadors of love. They aim to do as Jesus did: first
by loving in practical ways and then by accompanying
those actions with words of hope and friendship.

Our witness is all the more effective the more
we selflessly turn our attention to the poor, while we
reject servile attitudes towards people who have power
and prestige.
Even when faced with complex and tragic situations beyond our control, there is still something we can
and must do to contribute to the “good” of society. We
can get involved generously, with a sense of responsibility and without expecting any kind of reward.
Moreover, Jesus asks us to bear witness to love
in all aspects of our lives not only personally, but also
as a community, as a people of God whose fundamental law is mutual love.

“So if I, your Lord and teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”
After these words, Jesus added, “For I have set
you an example, that you also should do as I have
done to you. If you know these things, you are blessed
if you do them” (Jn 13:15–17).
Reflecting on this phrase of the Gospel, Chiara
Lubich wrote in a commentary to scripture in April
1982: “‘You are blessed…’ The mutual service and reciprocal love that Jesus taught through this surprising
action is, therefore, one of his beatitudes. How then will
we live the word during this month? Jesus does not ask
us to imitate him by blindly copying what he did, even
though it remains as a shining and unbeatable example.
“Doing what Jesus did means understanding
that our Christian life has meaning if we live ‘for’ others,
if we consider our existence as a service to our brothers and sisters and we base our whole lives on this.
Then we will have achieved what Jesus has most at
heart. We will have lived the Gospel and will be truly
blessed.”
Letizia Magri
Each month the Focolare chooses a Scripture passage as a guide and
inspiration for daily living. Focolare’s founder, Chiara Lubich (1920–2008),
wrote these commentaries for many years. Now an international commission continues this tradition, faithful to her spirituality of unity. Letizia Magri,
an expert in marriage and family from the John Paul II Institute in Rome, is
head of this commission and part of the Focolare’s center for the family.
This Word of Life is translated into 96 different languages and reaches
several million people worldwide through the media. This monthly leaflet is
also a supplement to Living City, the Focolare magazine
(livingcitymagazine.com). For information and to subscribe to this leaflet or
to the magazine, write to: Living City, 202 Comforter Blvd, Hyde Park, NY
12538; tel: 845-229-0496; email: livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com. Visit
focolare.org (international) or focolare.us (U.S.).
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Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Faith Formation: Mrs. Rita Danhardt
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
410-289-7038

Music Director: Mr. Jordan Pantalone
jspantalone1018@gmail.com

Facilities Manager: Mr. Tony Dicken
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm
410-289-0652
Fax: 410-289-1026
1705 Philadelphia Avenue
Ocean City, MD 21842
Website:
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
Facebook:
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD
Parish Pay: Automated Giving
1-866-727-4741 x 4
Parishpay.com

