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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        (CLOSED FOR THE SEASON) 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 

 

 

“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” (Col. 3:14) 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
This is the last week before the season of Lent begins. 
We are invited to take a closer look at what Jesus is 
teaching us: we not only continue to grow as disciples, 
but we can also prepare ourselves for this new 
season.  
 
Jesus is speaking to the disciples and to make himself 
understood better, he uses some comparisons. The 
first (which Jesus calls parable): if a blind man leads 
another blind man, both fall into a ditch. The second 
comparison is that of the straw and the beam in the 
eye. The third is the good tree and the bad tree. 
 
The immediate impression is that Jesus is drawing 
attention to the works as if he were saying: you will be 
judged not by the message you offer, but by the signs 
that you will know how to build. However, Jesus wants 
to draw our attention not only to the witness of our 
deeds but especially to the source of our actions, 
whether good or bad.  
 
The real problem, therefore, is to change the interior, 
the source. This is why Luke remembers that "the 
good man from his heart draws out good." 
 
In the language of Jesus,  the heart, which is 
compared here to a deposit, is the core of the 
personality, the central point that colors thoughts, 
attitudes, and actions. Then, Jesus offers us first of all 
to cultivate a good heart. Because it is not just a 
matter of doing "heart" things; in fact, we know from 
experience that you can also do wrong things from the 
heart, but to do things that come from a good, 
righteous heart, capable of discerning the just and the 
unjust. 
 
We must teach our hearts to link up with God’s heart 
so that they can pulse at the same time, offering and 
longing for the same love. More than just “a good 
person,” we must aim to be “loving people.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Wednesday, March 6th is Ash Wednesday.  Masses 
will be held at 8:30am and 6:30pm at Holy Savior and 
will include the distribution of ashes.   
 
Be sure to take home a copy of our Lenten brochure 
so you can keep up on our activities during Lent. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Readings for the week of March 3, 2019 
 

Sunday: Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 [cf. 2a]/1 
Cor 15:54-58/Lk 6:39-45 
Monday: Sir 17:20-24/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [11a]/Mk 
10:17-27 
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-6, 7-8, 14 and 23 [23b]/
Mk 10:28-31 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 
and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [40:5a]/Lk 
9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 
9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 
5:27-32 
Next Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-
15 [cf. 15b]/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13  

  

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (Lk 6:36)” 

We ask for your prayers for parishioner that has 
passed away in the last week or two and their  

families.. 
 

David Stevens 
 
 

Eternal rest grant upon him O Lord, and let perpet-
ual light shine upon him. 



 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME Focolare founder Chiara Lubich wrote in a commentary 
to scripture in October 1981: “Forgiveness is not 
forgetfulness ... it is not weakness ... it does not mean 
taking serious things lightly, or considering as good what 
is in fact bad ... it is not indifference. Forgiveness is a 
clear-sighted act of will, and thus a free act that 
welcomes the other as he or she is, despite the wrong 
done to us, just as God welcomes us sinners, despite our 
faults.”  
 
     Forgiveness means not reacting to the injuries 
received with more wrongdoing, but doing what Paul 
says: “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good” (see Rom 12:21). Such openheartedness 
cannot be improvised. It is a daily conquest, a constant 
growing in our identity as children of God. Above all, it is 
a gift from the Father that we can and must ask from him. 
 

 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”   
 
     A young woman from the Philippines told us her story: 
“I was only 11 when my father was killed, but justice was 
not upheld because we were poor. When I grew up, I 
studied law because I wanted justice for my father’s 
death. But God had another plan for me. A colleague 
invited me to meet people who were seriously committed 
to putting the Gospel into practice. I started doing the 
same.  
 
     “One day I asked Jesus to teach me how to live his 
words ‘Love your enemies’ (cf. Mt 5:44) in a real way, 
because I still felt hatred within me for the men who had 
killed my father. The next day, at work, I met the head of 
that criminal group. I greeted him with a smile and asked 
about his family.  
 
     “He was astonished by this, and I was even more 
surprised at what I had done. The hatred within me 
started breaking down and was transformed into love. 
However, that was only the first step: love is creative! I 
thought that every member of that criminal group had to 
receive our forgiveness. My brother and I visited them to 
reestablish a relationship and bear witness that God 
loves them! One man asked our forgiveness for what he 
had done, as well as prayers for himself and his family.” 
 

— Letizia Magri 
 
 
Each month the Focolare chooses a Scripture passage as a guide and 
inspiration for daily living. Focolare’s founder, Chiara Lubich (1920–2008), 
wrote these commentaries for many years. Now an international 
commission continues this tradition, faithful to her spirituality of unity. 
Letizia Magri, an expert in marriage and family from the John Paul II 
Institute in Rome, is head of this commission and part of the Focolare’s 
center for the family. This Word of Life is translated into 96 different 
languages and reaches several million people worldwide through the 
media. This monthly leaflet is also a supplement to Living City, the 
Focolare magazine (livingcitymagazine.com). For information and to 
subscribe to this leaflet or to the magazine, write to: Living City, 202 
Comforter Blvd, Hyde Park, NY 12538; tel: 845-229-0496; e-mail: 
livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com. Visit focolare.org (international) or 
focolare.us (U.S.). © 2019 by Living City of the Focolare Movement, Inc. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

     From what St. Luke tells us, after proclaiming the be-

atitudes to his disciples, Jesus made his revolutionary 

call: to love every person as a brother or sister, even 

those considered enemies. Jesus fully knows and ex-

plains to us that we are all brothers and sisters because 

we have one Father.  

     Continually seeking out his children, God wants to 

build a relationship with us. While holding us up to our 

responsibilities, God’s love heals, nourishes and takes 

care of us. It is a mother’s attitude, compassionate and 

tender.   

     This is the mercy of God that reaches out personally 

to every human being, with all their weaknesses. In fact, 

God prefers those who are marginalized, excluded and 

rejected.  

     Mercy is a love that fills the heart and flows out to oth-

ers, to neighbors as well as strangers, to society around 

us. Since we are children of God, we can imitate his 

characteristics of love, acceptance and knowing how to 

wait for the right time for others.  

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  

     Unfortunately, in our personal and social lives we 

breathe an atmosphere of growing hostility and competi-

tion, of mutual suspicion, categorical judgments and fear 

of others. Grudges accumulate and lead to conflicts and 

wars.  

     As Christians, we can go against the mainstream by 

giving a clear-cut witness. We can take the step to be 

free from ourselves and from external circumstances, 

and begin to rebuild the weakened or broken bonds in 

our family, in our workplace, in the parish community or 

in our political party.  If we have hurt someone, let’s have 

the courage to ask forgiveness and start again. It is an 

act of great dignity. If someone has truly offended us, 

let’s try to forgive them and make room for that person 

once more in our heart, so that the wound can heal.  

      But what is forgiveness? 

 

 

 

 

Focolare Word of Life—March, 2019 
 
 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful. (Lk 6:36)” 



Your Kitchen Crew will be serving 
Soup and Salad every other Fri-
day in Lent from 5pm to 6:45pm 
on the  dates listed below.  Cost 
will be $6. per person of $20. per 
family whichever is less.  We 

hope you will be able to join us and then participate in 
the Stations of the Cross at 7pm!   We hope you can join 
us!!!    

Friday, March 8th,  
Friday, March 22nd   

Friday, April 5th  

 

The Pastors of the Ecumenical 
Group, C.U.R.E. in Ocean City will 
be celebrating Common Prayer, 
Food and Fellowship at various 
churches in the area on Wednes-
days during Lent.  We will start at 

5pm with a prayer service in the church and will share a 
simple Lenten meal following the service. 

Below is the schedule and locations and we hope you 
are able to attend a few! 

March 13th—St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
10301 Coastal Highway 

March 20th—First Presbyterian Church 
1301 Philadelphia Avenue 

March 27th—Atlantic United Methodist Church 
105 4th Street 

April 3—St. Paul’s by the Sea 
302 N. Baltimore Avenue 

April 10th—Holy Savior Church 
1705 Philadelphia Avenue 

 
 

Social Concerns - God's Helping 
Hands Ministry is in dire need for 
more Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion for the Sick.  If you 

are already a Minister of communion by attending a short 
class for the sick you could also be a minister of the 
sick. If you would like to become a Extraordinary Minister 
of Communion and then help with the sick please contact 
the office 410-289-0652 and we can get you started. 

We minister to Berlin Nursing Home, Atlantic General 
Hospital and our Homebound. One person does make a 
difference. Be that one person.❤ 

 
March 2 
Holy Savior Saturday  
5:15pm  Rose Weber 
March 3 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Robert Donnelly 
8:30a.m.  Parishioners 
10:00a.m. Vincenzo Esposito 
 
March 4 Monday 
8:30am Jeanne Kolarik 
March 5 Tuesday  
10:00am Jack Barrett 
March 6 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Louis Kemp 
6:30p.m.                      Alberto Tapra 
March 7 Thursday 
8:30am George Gonce 
March 8 Friday 
 Adoration 9am to 12noon 
 
March 9 
Holy Savior Saturday  
5:15pm  Lillian Miller 
March 10 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Tom Hipszer 
8:30a.m.  Parishioners 
10:00a.m. Jack Barrett 
 

 
If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This week’s 
candle is lit for the patients of Atlantic General 
Hospital from God’s Helping Hands. 
 

 
 

 

If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office.   
 

 
 
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

March 6, 2019 
 

Masses at 8:30am & 6:30pm—Holy Savior 



 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
 
 

 

From the desk of  

Mark J. Record, Principal 

 
During Lent, our school’s observances include classes 
praying the Stations of the Cross and the Rosary as 
well as participation in Operation Rice Bowl to support 
Catholic Relief Services. Each family in our school 
community has received a Rice Bowl into which 
change or bills will be collected and turned into the 
school office. During Holy Week, our students will ob-
serve a day of “purposeful silence” in order to focus on 
the upcoming Triduum. Our goal is to teach the three 
Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
 

Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School is celebrating 
its 15th year of excellence in our ministry of faith and 
academics. Please join us as we celebrate this monu-
mental occasion at our 15th Year Gala Celebration 
Fundraiser. The Gala will be held at the Residence Inn in 
Ocean City on March 2, 2019. We will have a cocktail 
inspired atmosphere with delicious fare from our local 
restaurants, entertainment, live & silent auction, & much 
more. All fundraising proceeds go directly to supporting 
the education of our students at MBS. We would love to 
have you join us. You may make your reservation today 
by contacting Heather Marinelli @ heather-
marinelli@comcast.net or 302-228-0800. You may also 
visit our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/pg/
mostblessedsacramentcatholicschool/events/ or our 
school's website to purchase tickets. If you are unable to 
join us, please feel consider sending a donation. 
 
We are currently accepting enrollment applications for 
the 2019-2020 school year for students entering pre-K 
3 through eighth grade. There are limited openings 
throughout our grades and we want to first extend this 
information to our supporting parishes. 

 
Have you ever wondered what an excellent 21st cen-
tury Catholic school education looks like? Do you won-
der if it’s similar to your Catholic school education? 
Would you like to see how our students are learning in 
an environment that is rich in the arts and technology? 
Do you want to see how our students practice rever-
ence and respect in all aspects of their education? We 
would love to share all that MBS does to help shape 
the next generation. Please contact Amanda Evans, 
Director of Admissions, at 410-208-1600 for more in-
formation and to schedule your tour. 

Well, here we are ….March…Lent starts this 
week!   Easter is rapidly approaching so we 
now pause to think about our walk with Jesus 
and how we will ready ourselves for Easter!!   
There are so many options to help us! Ask any-

one in the what they're doing for Lent this year, and they'll proba-
bly tell you that they are giving up a favorite food, a favorite pas-
time or anything else they really love but isn't essential in their 
lives.  

Giving up something for Lent is a great idea….it teaches us self-
discipline and helps us to control our desires.  It is a form of fasting 
and of penance. It does help us with our spiritual growth. If you're 
giving up something for Lent, that's great. But think also about the 
possibility of doing something positive to help strengthen your 
spiritual life and make the world a better place. Look for ways that 
you can learn more about your faith, strengthen your spiritual life 
or perform special acts of mercy and kindness at home, at work, in 
your parish or in your community. 

 
Little Black Books are here!!  See the ladies in the Book store!!   
We also have a great source of books and other items for sale!  
So Check out our new inventory!!  Stop by and shop! 
We, the members of the T.O.P. Group are excited to announce the 
rescheduling of our  GREAT EVENT!!  
  The Second Chance Dance formerly known as the Sen-
ior~Senior Prom!!! Did you miss your Prom, wished you could 
have had a better time, or would like to party Prom-style with your 
current honey? We are offering you a Second Chance (or 3d or 
4th in some cases) to do Prom right. Our Prom is an adult (25+) 
only event with dinner, dancing, and  Prom photos. This is our 
fourth year providing the event and we are excited to be at able to 
host it again! Tickets will be on sale Starting next weekend Sun-

days after all Masses and Monday, Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 to 
3 at the Religious Education Office! 

Second Chance Dance 
Theme ~ Back to the Future 
March 9 th ~ 630 PM to 9 PM 

Tickets are $15.00 Per person/ 25.00 per couple!!   
Buy early to be assure of a place at the table!! 

 
              The Good and Beautiful God (Falling in Love with the 
God Jesus Knows)  Tuesdays after the 830 Daily Mass.  This 
will be a relaxed discussion  inviting us to compare our ideas 

about with what Jesus himself reveals about his Father. 
               

Lectio Divina Tuesday Afternoon at 3:30 PM.  Lectio Divina is 
a slow, contemplative praying of the Scriptures.  Together we 

share a passage from Scripture to experience the readings 
in a deeper way!  All are invited! 

 

 Lent can be a time to take a break from the normal routine 
to create new and sacred traditions that will help us and our 
families to grow past just quitting chocolate or collecting in 
money for the Rice bowl. While these basic ideas are good 
and are part of our Lenten traditions, today's families are 
also encouraged to work incorporate more prayer or bible 
readings, service and love into their walk together through 
the spiritual desert. Your family might go without any televi-
sion or "screen" time for all 40 days. Or you could as a fam-
ily commit to visiting the sick or lonely instead of typical 
family activities. Also you could add the Rosary or other 
prayers to your nightly routines.   However you choose to 
journey this Lent be assured of my support, love and 
prayers, as always!  God Bless!    Rita 

mailto:heathermarinelli@comcast.net
mailto:heathermarinelli@comcast.net
http://www.facebook.com/pg/mostblessedsacramentcatholicschool/events/
http://www.facebook.com/pg/mostblessedsacramentcatholicschool/events/


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm 
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm 
           410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken 
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 


