ST MARY STAR OF THE SEA
PARISH
“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” (Col. 3:14)

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 24, 2019

MASS SCHEDULE
ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH
(CLOSED FOR THE RENOVATIONS)
HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH
SUNDAY 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM
MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM
SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM
CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM

Mission Statement
We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,
want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us. In this way, He can live, as
Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father. As part of the Church, we
want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and
living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a
child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory.

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (Lk 6:36)”

Dear parishioners and friends,
As we enter into the Third Week of Lent the call to
conversion becomes stronger and more evident. To
convert leads us to change one’s mind about
someone or something. I hope we all hear God’s word
and grow closer to His way of seeing reality.
Three invitations to conversion are presented to us
today: the call of Moses to put himself at the service
of the liberation of his people from the slavery of Egypt
(1st reading); the exhortation of Paul to the
community of Corinth for a proper Christian behavior
(2nd reading); the call of Jesus to Israel to
understand the signs of the times that invite us to
conversion (gospel).
And the word we hear tells us above all that
conversion is an experience of God that leads to
the discovery of the neighbor. Then the conversion is
presented to us as a change of life. Finally,
conversion is born of attention to the signs of the
times and the acceptance of the Word.
Often faced with natural disasters or one's own or
others' suffering, a question comes to mind: where
was God on that day or on that night? Where is
God? On the day of sorrow we ask ourselves above
all the innocent one. God is certainly there. Often
then the most correct question is: "where were we?" If
we do not change, if we do not take other roads, if we
do not convert into a builder of alliances and
protectors of freedom, this land will be ruined because
it is based on the sand of violence and injustice.
And we know that a cracked cane, a smoldering wick
or a dull flame are enough for God ... because He is a
patient, hopeful, trusting God. Then to convert is to
believe in this God who takes care of that clod of
earth that is my heart. God trusts me; I trust God.
Let’s help each other to remain in this trust, and
accepting one another’s struggles and victories, let’s
move forwards towards the Resurrection.

Please remember to R.S.V.P. to the parish office if
you will be attending the Healing Together Session on
March 31st at 2:30pm
The work continues at St. Mary’s.
They have
completely removed the sacristy to allow space for the
new addition. Things will look differently if you drive
by. Also, you will be hearing great things from our
fundraising committee soon.

Readings for the week of March 24, 2019
Sunday: Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 11
[8a]/1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12/Lk 13:1-9
Monday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a,
9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9
[6a]/Mt 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20
[12a]/Mt 5:17-19
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Lk 11:14-23
Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 and
17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. Hos
6:6]/Lk 18:9-14
Next Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [9a]/2
Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 1

We ask for your prayers for parishioner that has
passed away in the last week or two and their
families..
Larry Jock, Sr.
Eternal rest grant upon him O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Please join us every Friday at 7pm in
Holy Savior Church as we journey together with the Stations of the Cross.
This a wonderful way to connect to the
love our Lord has for us! We hope to
see you there!

There will be a meeting of the Bazaar
Committee on Wednesday, March
27th following Mass. Be sure to join
us to see what we are planning for
this November!

Thanks to everyone who joined
us last Friday for our first Soup
Supper of the year! Your Kitchen
Crew will be serving Soup and
Salad every other Friday in Lent
from 5pm to 6:45pm on the dates
listed below. Cost will be $6. per person of $20. per family whichever is less. We hope you will be able to join us
and then participate in the Stations of the Cross at 7pm!
We hope you can join us!!!
Friday, April 5th
The Pastors of the Ecumenical
Group, C.U.R.E. in Ocean City will
be celebrating Common Prayer,
Food and Fellowship at various
churches in the area on Wednesdays during Lent. We will start at
5:30pmwith a prayer service in the church and will share
a simple Lenten meal following the service.
Below is the schedule and locations and we hope you
are able to attend a few!
March 27th—Atlantic United Methodist Church
105 4th Street
April 3—St. Paul’s by the Sea
302 N. Baltimore Avenue
April 10th—Holy Savior Church
1705 Philadelphia Avenue

Lenten Services in our Area
Tuesday, April 2nd 6:30pm—St. John Neumann
Tuesday, April 9th 6:30pm—St. Luke

2019 Annual Catholic Appeal –“AS
I HAVE DONE FOR YOU, YOU SHOULD
ALSO DO”
During the weekend of April 6 & 7, our
parish will participate in the 2019
diocesan Annual Catholic Appeal.
This year’s theme, “As I have done for
you, you should also do”, is taken from the Gospel of St.
John when he recounts Jesus washing the feet of His
Disciples. It is through this role of servant that Jesus
gives us a model to follow. But following Christ is no easy
task because it means that we must put all others before
ourselves. One way we can live our praise of the Lord is
by our actions, and by sharing our abundance with those
who have less.
Funds generated through the Appeal support the work of
the Church by responding to a myriad of human needs
within our diocese. Participation in the Appeal helps to
keep the spirit of Christ alive in the hearts that need Him
most - the poor, the sick, the distressed, our children and
our elderly. Please take a moment to consider the many
blessings that God has bestowed upon you and
prayerfully consider what you are able to share in
support of our diocesan Church.
To learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal, visit
www.cdow.org/annualcatholicappeal

Bereavement Support Program
Have you recently lost your spouse?
Beginning April 30th, 2019, from 1:30 to 3:00 pm, St.
Luke will offer a 6-week, once a week, nondenominational, hospice-developed grief support
program for anyone who has recently lost their spouse.
This small group process, led by a certified, experienced
facilitator, will help participants to understand the grief
process, explore individual solutions while living with the
loss, and embrace new roles and responsibilities. Call
the Parish office at 410-250-0300 to register for this
program that will be held at the St. Andrew Catholic
Center, 14401 Sinepuxent Ave. in Ocean City, one block
off Ocean Highway at 144th Street.

The Polish American Club of Delmarva meets at the
Columbus Hall from 2-4pm the second Wednesday of
the monthCome join us if you are of Polish or Slavic
descent. No mtgs.June, July, August. Call Helen
Sobkowiak 410-723-2639 orMaryann Lula 410-250-2548
for more information.

MASS INTENTIONS

March 23
Holy Savior
5:15pm
March 24
Holy Savior
7:00am
8:30a.m.
10:00a.m.
March 25
8:30am
March 26
10:00am
March 27
8:30a.m.
March 28
8:30am
March 29

Saturday
Patricia & Lugene Cleary
Sunday
Parishioners
Beatrice Lucie
Jean D’Aquila
Monday
Vincenzo Esposito
Tuesday
Raymond Johnson
Wednesday
Patrick Dicken
Thursday
Timothy McGlone
Friday
Adoration 9am to 12noon

March 30
Holy Savior
5:15pm
March 31
Holy Savior
7:00am
8:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

Saturday
Mary Anzengruber
Sunday
Parishioners
Rev. John C. Moore
S.I. of Nancy Gardiner & Family

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the

week for a special intention or in memory of a
loved one, please contact the parish office. A
donation of $10.00 is appreciated. This week’s
candle is lit special intentions of Mary Smith,
and Tom O’Keefe from God’s Helping Hands..

If you would like to have flowers placed
on the altar in honor of a loved one,
please contact the parish office. We
will be placing the envelope for Easter
Flowers in the pew shortly and they can
be used to honor a loved for Easter.

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month. Please
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038
for additional information.

Sharing the Gospel
I sin. You sin. Everybody sins. God knows that we cannot be perfect like God. But God wants you to love him
and talk to him. God wants you to be sorry for your sins,
learn from your mistakes, and grow closer to him every
day.
Prayer
Dear God, help me to grow closer to you with every day
you give me.
Something to Draw
Draw a picture of yourself walking next to Jesus in your
school.
Mission for the Week
When you get into trouble, ask God to help you change
so that you do not do it again.
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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
RCIA~ over the last few weeks many of
you have heard these initials bantered
about quite a bit but I was wondering how
many people realize it’s awesomeness.
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is to be a
process, not a program. It is a beautiful experience for all
involved! It starts with those that are questioning…who is
Jesus? What is the Catholic Church…what do they teach…
what do they believe?
People from all walks of life are
welcome! It forms a community of inquirers, sponsors and
guides moving through the education, formation and ritualization of entrance into the Catholic community, where those
interested in learning about the Catholic faith come together
on a weekly basis to learn about the scriptures and the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, and at the same
time, to discover where God is present in their lives. There
are four stages in the process. Currently we are in the period of enlightenment and purification. The first Sunday of
Lent catechumen and candidates around the world participate in the Rite of Election and the Call to Continuing Conversion.
Catechumens inscribe their name in a book,
which is presented to the Bishop in a ceremony at the cathedral. At the Rite of Election, the Bishop then elects
(chooses) the catechumens in the name of Christ to receive
the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist at
Easter. The Bishop also calls (exhorts) the candidates to
continue growing in their faith as they prepare for Confirmation and Eucharist. The next 40 days are intensive days of
preparation to receive the sacraments at Easter. The local
community accompanies the Catechumen, now referred to
as the Elect (not baptized) and Candidates (already baptized) by participating in the Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Special rites of interior searching,
known as the Scrutinies, are celebrated. The Candidates
celebrated the Penitential Rite last Saturday at the 515
Mass The elect celebrate each Scrutiny the 3rd, 4th, and
5th Sundays of Lent. This is the third period in the process
of the R.C.I.A. which culminates at the Easter Vigil with
baptism for those who are not baptized, a profession of faith
for those who are baptized, confirmation, and the reception
of Eucharist. As parishioners not only are we called to
pray and support our current candidates and elect but we
also are sometime the advocates. Do you have relatives
or friends that have expressed an interest in the church, or
what you believe? Feel free to invite them, give them my
number (4102897039) or send them to talk to. Are you
interested in joining the team and sharing your faith? Feel
free to talk to me…. follow the same steps listed above!
RCIA is a beautiful process which reminds of God’s love
and the beauty of his promises! Please pray hard for the
five women that are preparing for the celebration of sacraments at the Easter vigil and, as is the tradition in our parish, be sure to welcome them home!! Have a fantastic Sunday!!
God Bless!
Rita

From the desk of
Mark J. Record, Principal
During Lent, our school’s observances include classes
praying the Stations of the Cross and the Rosary as well
as participation in Operation Rice Bowl to support Catholic
Relief Services. Each family in our school community has
received a Rice Bowl into which coins or bills will be collected and turned into the school office. During Holy
Week, our students will observe a day of “purposeful silence” in order to focus on the upcoming Triduum. Our
goal is to teach the three Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
On March 15th, school was closed for students while our
faculty and staff participated in our annual retreat day. Our
day began with Mass and Eucharistic Adoration at St. John
Neumann Church. We then were led in a Lenten Reflection
by Father Solomon (Associate Pastor, St. Edmond Parish).
Our faculty completed service projects to support those in
our community who needed our prayers and support. Our
day culminated with a presentation by Jess Hagy on the
topic of meeting and surviving daily challenges.
The Marine Corps League will, once again, sponsor the
Youth Fitness Challenge for our students in grades 3rd
through 8th. We appreciate the time, energy and resources
that the Marine Corps League dedicates to our students’
well being and physical health. We are looking forward to
their visit. Semper Fidelis!
CAR RAFFLE
We are blessed by the kindness and generosity of Selbyville Holly Kia. This year's prize is a 2019 Kia Rio or
$10,000 CASH. One of our MBS families won last year!!
Tickets this year are $5 each, $20 for 5 or $50 for 13. Proceeds benefit the technology development fund of MBS.
The drawing will be held at STREAM Night, May 22,
2019. Tickets are currently on sale in the office and through
this link: http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?
llr=xryz7ocab&oeidk=a07efunam700a691365.
Please call Amanda Evans at 410-208-1600 if you have any
questions.
Enrollment applications are currently being accepted for
the 2019-2020 school year for students entering pre-K 3
through eighth grade. There are limited openings throughout our grades and we want to first extend this information
to our supporting parishes.
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Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Faith Formation: Mrs. Rita Danhardt
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
410-289-7038

Music Director: Mr. Jordan Pantalone
jspantalone1018@gmail.com

Facilities Manager: Mr. Tony Dicken
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm
410-289-0652
Fax: 410-289-1026
1705 Philadelphia Avenue
Ocean City, MD 21842
Website:
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
Facebook:
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD
Parish Pay: Automated Giving
1-866-727-4741 x 4
Parishpay.com

