ST MARY STAR OF THE SEA
PARISH
“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” (Col. 3:14)

THIRD SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
JANUARY 27, 2019

MASS SCHEDULE
ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH
SUNDAY 7AM MASS (CLOSED FOR THE SEASON)
HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH
SUNDAY 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM
MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM
SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM
CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM

Mission Statement
We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,
want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us. In this way, He can live, as
Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father. As part of the Church, we
want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and
living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a
child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory.

“Seek peace, and pursue it.” (Ps 34:14)
Dear friends and parishioners,
We enter into the Third Week in Ordinary Time and we
see Jesus preaching in a synagogue. Since that
“homily,” all of us who are involved in the ministry of
preaching continue to bring that message into life: that
the Word is being fulfilled in your hearing.
The word of God proclaimed to the people
represents the essential content of today's liturgy.
Ezra organizes the Jewish community through the
announcement of the law of God (1st reading); Jesus
begins his public activity by commenting on the Holy
Scripture (Gospel). The word of God has taken shape in
Christ and is now expressed in the charisms, which are
given to the community of believers (2nd reading).
The God we love and in whom we believe is not
silent. He is a living God who speaks to his creature,
and He revealed Himself to us in the most varied ways. It
is above all in Jesus that the word of God takes shape
and is addressed to us directly.
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus inaugurates His public
activity with the happy announcement made to the
citizens of Nazareth (v. 16) that "today's Scripture has
been accomplished" (v. 21). He is "consecrated" by the
Spirit who brings salvation to the poor, to the prisoners,
to the blind, to the oppressed (v. 18). With him, the
kingdom of God is finally present and ensures that
salvation is no longer a hope, but is a reality which brings
liberation from evil in the life of everyone, especially the
oppressed.
Jesus reveals that in His person the Word of God is
fulfilled. It is a grace that comes to us through the Word,
when we read and meditate upon it, but most especially
when it is proclaimed to the faithful gathered to worship.
But the Word of God wants to become a reality in us
and this is possible only when we act on the Word and
start behaving as Jesus did.
F. and D., from Italy, shared with me this story, which I
gladly pass it to you hoping you will feel inspired to do
the same. “My wife and I came from a traditional
Christian education. And all our experience of Christian
life stopped at the time of Confirmation. However, when
it came time to get married, we decided to celebrate in
church.

The first years of marriage were a bit difficult. We loved
each other, but our relationship was not deep. Quarrels
and misunderstandings arose about everything. One
day, coming home, I found my wife crying desperately.
Something had to be done, and then we said to
ourselves: "Why do not we try to go to church?" And so
we began to attend the little church near our house: a
small place, but filled with people huddled together, and
many children all over.
For the first time, there we heard that God is Love, who
loves us personally, who accepts us as we are, who is
not hidden somewhere, but wants to be here among us,
and if we love each other in his name, he will reveal
Himself to us.
And we realized that this can happen not only in the
church, but everywhere, even in our family.
Sunday after Sunday, these words seemed to become
more real, because we saw that people loved each other
and were happy.
We were discovering a new face of the Church, and so
we became part of the group “Word of Life". We realized
that behind that life born by the Word there was a whole
new people, of which we are now also a part. How
blessed we are that we followed the little voice within us
inviting us to go to Church and to be fully focused on
what God wants us to do.
Fr Stanislao

Readings for the week of January 20, 2019
Sunday:
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [cf.
Jn 6:63c]/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
Monday:
Heb 9:15, 24-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6
[1a]/Mk 3:22-30
Tuesday:
Heb 10:1-10/Ps 40:2 and 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11
[8a and 9a]/Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 4:120
Thursday:
Heb 10:19-25/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/
Mk 4:21-25
Friday: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40 [39a]/Mk
4:26-34
Saturday:
Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 19 [8]/Heb 2:14-18/
Lk 2:22-40 or Luke 2:22-32
Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17
[cf. 15ab]/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 1 Cor 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30
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Focolare Word of Life—February 2019

Wherever a small or large community is determined
to bear witness to the power of love, it becomes possible
to build bridges between social groups, churches and
even political parties.

“Seek peace, and pursue it.” (Ps 34:14)

“Seek peace, and pursue it.”

“Seek peace, and pursue it.” (Ps 34:14)
In this psalm, David tells the people gathered before
him of his joy and gratitude to God. He had experienced
danger and anguish, but he called trustingly on the God
of Israel and found peace again.
This hymn is primarily about God and his mercy, telling
of his powerful presence alongside the poor and oppressed who call upon him.
Wanting to help others obtain salvation as he has
done, David went on to suggest some inner attitudes to
adopt: avoid doing evil, do good always instead.
He emphasized the need to not malign others.
Words, in fact, can lead to war.

“Seek peace, and pursue it.”
In biblical language, peace has several meanings, such
as physical and spiritual wellbeing, or harmony among
individuals and peoples. Above all, however, it is a gift
from God, through which we discover his fatherly presence.
That is why, in order to experience true peace, we
need to be passionate and persevering in seeking God in
our lives.
We can do our part, in seeking God, by following the
voice of our conscience. This always urges us to choose
the path of goodness and not the path of evil. Often it is
enough to let God find us, as he has been searching for
each one of us since time began.
Through baptism, we Christians already have a close
relationship with Jesus. He is the God who is near and
who has promised us peace; he himself is peace. We
have received the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter,
who also helps us to share with others the fruits of God’s
peace that we have experienced. He will show us how to
love the people around us and so overcome conflicts by
avoiding unfounded allegations, superficial judgments
and gossip. In this way, our hearts will open to accept
others.
We may not be able to silence all the guns that bring
bloodshed to so many parts of the world. However, we
can take the initiative in giving new life to wounded relationships, whether they be in our family, our faith community, at work or in our towns and cities.

A sincere search for peace will also help us identify
practices that can protect creation, which is God’s gift to
humanity and is entrusted to us to care for responsibly
for future generations.
In 1990, Chiara Lubich wrote to Rev. Nikkyo Niwano,
founder of the Japanese Buddhist movement Rissho
Kosei Kai: “If human beings are not at peace with God,
the earth itself is not at peace. People of faith are aware
that the earth ‘suffers’ when it is not treated according to
the plan of God, but is exploited out of self-interest and
an endless desire to possess. This selfish desire
contaminates the environment more than, and before,
any other kind of pollution, which is merely its
consequence …
“If we discover that all creation is the gift of a Father
who loves us, it will be much easier to find a harmonious
relationship with nature. If we also discover that this gift
is for everyone in the human family and not only a few,
greater attention and respect will be given to something
that belongs to all of humanity, both present and future.”
Letizia Magri

Each month the Focolare offers a Scripture passage as a
guide and inspiration for daily living. Focolare’s founder,
Chiara Lubich (1920–2008), wrote these commentaries for
many years. Now an international commission continues
this tradition, faithful to her spirituality of unity. Letizia Magri,
an expert in marriage and family from the John Paul II
Institute in Rome, is head of this commission and part of the
Focolare’s center for the family. This Word of Life is
translated into 96 different languages and reaches several
million people worldwide through the media. This monthly
leaflet is also a supplement to Living City, the Focolare
magazine (livingcitymagazine.com). For information and to
subscribe to this leaflet or to the magazine, write to:
Living City, 202 Comforter Blvd, Hyde Park, NY 12538; tel:
845-229-0496; e-mail: livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com
Visit focolare.org (international) or focolare.us (U.S.). - ©
2019 by Living City of the Focolare Movement, Inc.

MASS INTENTIONS

January 26
Holy Savior
5:15pm
January 27
Holy Savior
7:00am
8:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

Saturday

January 28
8:30am
January 29
10:00am
January 30
8:30a.m.
January 31
8:30am
February 1

Monday
Vincenzo Esposito
Tuesday
Vincenzo Esposito
Wednesday
Paul L. Santoni
Thursday
Rita I. Herman
Friday
Adoration 9am to 12noon

February 2
Holy Savior
5:15pm
February 3
Holy Savior
7:00am
8:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

Jack Fletcher
Sunday
Parishioners
Rose Weber
S.I. of Wayne & Linda Marchant

Alberto Tarpa
Sunday
Tom Hipszer
Parishioners
Joseph Demolfetto

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the

week for a special intention or in memory of a
loved one, please contact the parish office. A
donation of $10.00 is appreciated. This week’s
candle will be lit in loving memory of Tony
Carozza, Jr. & Katherine Rohe from Tony &
Mary Pat.

If you would like to have flowers placed
on the altar in honor of a loved one,
please contact the parish office.

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month. Please
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038
for additional information.

The St. Mary Star of the Sea/Holy Savior SODALITY OF MARY will host a “MARIAN TEA/
COFFEE HOUR” on February 10, 2019 in the
Parish Hall after the 10 AM Mass. We will
serve coffee, assorted teas, sandwiches, and
a variety of sweets. ALL are welcome and
bring a friend!! Parents of religious ed students, come up and have something to eat and drink
while waiting for your children.
The Sodality of Mary is a community, who with Mary our
Blessed Mother as our model, pray and work together in
service to Jesus Christ in every area of life, family, work,
and in all civic activities. The purpose of the Sodality is
to grow in faith and love of God and to transmit this to
others.

Join us for our monthly
movie night that will be
held Thursday, February
14th at 6:00pm. We will be
showing “The Bucket List” and hope you can make it!

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Hi All,
We have had several busy weeks in
religious ed!! Our teens had our 5th Annual
lock in with 27 teens spending the evening
together in fun and fellowship!! It was really a great time!
Thanks to all who supported it with donations and especially Carrie Brunson, Trish Kaufman, Jack Pinkham and
Bob Danhardt, who were with us, greeting arrivals, playing
games, making breakfast and helping us get cleaned up! I
love our parish family! Thank you!!
Love,
Rita
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We, the members of the T.O.P. Group are excited to announce our next GREAT EVENT!! We are planning This
Years Senior ~ Senior Prom, and would like to invite all our
Senior Parishioners to join us on February 9th for an evening or fun and food!! We will have a DJ, Dinner and door
prizes, dancing and a great time!!! We hope you will mark
your calendars!!
Senior~ Senior Prom
Theme ~ Blast of Love
February 9th ~ 630 PM to 9 PM
Tickets will be on sale after all Masses this weekend and
Next
January 26/ 27 and February 2/3.
And are available in the Religious Education Office weekday (except Wednesdays) from 10AM to 2PM
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Congratulations to our Parish Children who celebrated the
sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturday!! A beautiful day
with our sweet children who were so excited to meet Jesus
and to experience the joy of the Sacrament!! Congratulations to all children and their families!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Living The Good News ~ The Second grade edition!
All of the religious education classes begin or end their
classes by “rolling” the Cube of Love. The Cube encourages the children to live a specific point throughout the
week! We encourage all of our students to share with us
how they lived their specific point. Today I would like to
share just a few from our second grade children:
Sophia was remembering that it is important to love you
enemy and share that she knew a girl that was not always
nice, in fact she was mean but she still loved her and now
they are best friends.
Rory loved Jesus in the other when he gave a candygram
to a bully at school and that made both smile!
Brayden shared the other’s joy and hurt when his brother
was sad and he went to him and made him feel good!
Wesley remember to love everyone by being kind to his
brother.
Ryleigh also shared the other’s joy and hurt when her
brother fell down and she helped him!

From the desk of
Mark J. Record, Principal
Please join us for our Open House on Sunday, January 27,
2019 from 12:00 P.M. to 2:30 P.M. at Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School, located at 11242 Racetrack Road,
Berlin, MD. In celebration of Catholic Schools Week, prospective families, parishioners of our supporting parishes,
and members of the community will have an opportunity to
tour the facilities and speak to faculty and staff on hand regarding enrollment possibilities for the 2019-2020 academic
year. Applications for the 2019-2020 academic year will be
accepted starting February 1, 2019 for parishioner families.
For more information, please contact Amanda Evans, Director of Admissions at 410.208.1600.
During the week of January 27th through February 2nd our
Catholic School will join with Catholic Schools across the
nation in celebrating the gift of Catholic Schools to our
Church, our communities and to the world through our participation in Catholic Schools Week. While Catholic Schools
certainly face challenges, we strongly fulfill our mission of
faith and academics each and every day. Our theme of
Catholic Schools Week 2019 is, "Believe. Learn. Serve.
Lead. Succeed." At Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic
School, our students are taught to believe in our God, His
Son, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. They are also taught
to believe in themselves as gifted with faith and made in the
image and likeness of God. Our students are taught to be
learners who are open to genuine knowledge as a gift from
God. Along with being taught to believe in our God, MBS
students are taught that our belief calls us to serve each
other. Our students are empowered with the skills to be
leaders in their faith communities as well as in the communities in which they reside. Finally, our students are taught
that finding success takes hard work and effort. Please plan
to join us as we celebrate Catholic Schools Week 2019!
In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Diocese
of Wilmington, Bishop Malooly had a painting of Mary commissioned which is titled, “Our Lady of Wilmington.” On
Tuesday, January 5th, Fr. Brian Lewis, Associate Pastor at
St. Joseph on the Brandywine Parish, brought the painting
to M.B.S. to present it to our students and staff. There are
several details in the painting that are attributable to Maryland and Delaware. Fr. Lewis’s presentation was a great
learning experience for our students and staff.
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Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Faith Formation: Mrs. Rita Danhardt
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
410-289-7038

Music Director: Mr. Jordan Pantalone
jspantalone1018@gmail.com

Facilities Manager: Mr. Tony Dicken
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm
410-289-0652
Fax: 410-289-1026
1705 Philadelphia Avenue
Ocean City, MD 21842
Website:
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
Facebook:
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD
Parish Pay: Automated Giving
1-866-727-4741 x 4
Parishpay.com

