ST MARY STAR OF THE SEA
PARISH
“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” (Col. 3:14)

THE HOLY FAMILY OF
JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH
DECEMBER 30, 2018

MASS SCHEDULE
ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH
SUNDAY 7AM MASS (CLOSED FOR THE SEASON)
HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH
SUNDAY 8:30AM & 10AM
MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM
SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM
CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM

Mission Statement
We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,
want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us. In this way, He can live, as
Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father. As part of the Church, we
want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and
living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a
child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory.

“Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue.”
(Deut 16:20)

Dear parishioners and friends,
We have reached the end of this year. We close it by
giving thanks to the Lord for all that He has done for
us, providing us with many opportunities to encounter
Him, and asking for forgiveness for the many chances
we lost to find Him, especially hidden in every
neighbor we encounter.
We also look forward to the year that is about to start,
perhaps with many questions about all that we may
experience. I pray that it will be filled with blessings
and, most especially, that God’s Love for you may
become more and more real in your life.

every Sunday Mass with “Welcome home!” It is a
greeting that is based on what God has done, and
wants to achieve in every single sacramental
celebration: making us aware we are part of His
family. But these are only words if we don’t
understand the reality behind them. While we want to
be welcomed, we find it hard to welcome others. While
we enjoy reconciliation, we struggle in offering it to
others. I pray that through this celebration, we will
have the courage to act on what God has achieved in
Christ – behave as members of God’s household,
living builders of the Kingdom of God on earth with
Jesus, and witnesses that love knows no bounds.

The feast we celebrate this weekend should help us to
remain centered and, hopefully, stable on what God
wants from us in every single moment of our lives: to
be always a family!
At the center of the last piece of the "Gospel of
childhood" is Jesus in the midst of the teachers of the
Law, and while he listens to them He also questions
them. He is presented by the evangelist as a model of
wisdom for the whole Christian community. But we
also see that Jesus learns from the Father and his
parents. He is depicted to be in the two houses: the
temple and the house of Nazareth. The temple was
the place of God par excellence.
We can ask ourselves: what did Jesus learn in the
"house of his Father"? First of all, filial obedience. By
obeying to God and to His earthly family, Jesus
learned that there are many ways of building up family
relationships, which, as we can imagine, begin in our
own household. We, too, can learn from Jesus. In the
family, we learn what it means to share, to forgive, to
support others in their effort of being fully realized.
That which is learned at home is then lived out in the
world. Here, we have an opportunity to look at each
other with the eyes of God who is calling all of us to be
members of His household, to be His family. And
because His family knows no boundaries, we also
must expand our hearts to consider every human
being on earth as part of the same home.
Since I came here to this parish, in 2010, I started

Readings for the week of December 30, 2018
Sunday:
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 910 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52
Monday:
1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96: 1-2, 11-12, 13
[11a]/Jn 1:1-18
Tuesday:
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal
4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
[3cd]/Jn 1:19-28
Thursday:
1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6
[3cd]/Jn 1:29-34
Friday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35-42
Saturday:
1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2a]/
Jn 1:43-51
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
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Focolare Word of Life—January, 2019
“Justice, and only justice, you shall
pursue.” (Deut 16:20)
The Book of Deuteronomy is a collection of talks that
Moses gave toward the end of his life. He reminded
the younger generation of the laws the Lord had given
to the people of Israel, while he himself could see from
afar the Promised Land, which he had courageously
guided them toward.
In this book, the “law” of God is presented as the
“word” of a Father who takes care of all his children. It
is a way of journeying through life that God has given
his people, fulfilling the covenant he made with them.
If the people observe the law faithfully, out of love and
gratitude, more than out of fear of punishment, they
will continue to enjoy God’s presence and protection.
The covenant is a gift from God. One practical way
of fulfilling it is to be determined in the pursuit of justice. Believers keep the covenant not only when they
are thankful to God for choosing them as his people
and when they are faithful in worshiping him, but also
when they refuse to take benefits that would cloud
their conscience concerning the needs of the poor.
“Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue.”
In daily life, we come across many situations of injustice, some of which are very serious. They affect people who are already vulnerable and those who live on
the margins of society. There are so many “Cains”
who act violently toward their brothers or sisters.
Eradicating unfairness and abuse is a basic demand
of justice. This has to start with the attitude we have in
our hearts and be lived out in all areas of our lives.
However, God does not do justice by destroying
Cain. Instead, he wants to protect him so that he can
resume his journey (cf. Gen 4:8-16). God’s justice is
done by giving new life.
We Christians are people who have met Jesus.
Through his words and deeds, and above all, by giving his life and through the light of the resurrection,
Jesus shows us that God’s justice is found in his infinite love for all his children.
Through Jesus a path opens up before us, and we
too can be merciful and forgiving: these attitudes are
the foundations of social justice.

“Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue.”
This verse of Scripture has been chosen to celebrate
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2019, which, in
the northern hemisphere, runs January 18–25. If we too
welcome this Word, we are actively involved in creating
pathways to reconciliation among Christians. By putting
ourselves at everyone’s service, we will effectively heal
the wounds of injustice.
For several years now, Christians from various
churches have had this experience when working
together to help prisoners in the city of Palermo, Italy.
Salvatore, who belongs to an evangelical association,
first had the idea.
“I realized that these neighbors of ours had spiritual
and human needs. Often their families were not able to
help them. Trusting in God, I shared this with many
brothers and sisters in my own church and other
churches.”
Christine, from the Anglican Church, added: “Being
able to help these neighbors in need makes us happy,
because it shows God’s providence in real terms. God
wants his love to reach them all, through us.”
Nunzia, who is Roman Catholic, said, “It seemed an
opportunity to help neighbors in need and to witness to
Jesus also with material things.”
This experience is a practical application of what
Chiara Lubich spoke about in 1998, during an
ecumenical meeting in the Evangelical Church of St.
Anne in Augsburg, Germany.
“If we Christians take a look at our history,” she said,
“we will be saddened to see that it has often been a
succession of misunderstandings, quarrels and
conflicts. Certainly it was due to historical, cultural,
political, geographical and social circumstances, but
also because Christians were lacking in what is their
specific unifying feature: love.
Efforts in the field of ecumenism will be fruitful in so
far as those who dedicate themselves to it see in Jesus
crucified and forsaken, who re-abandons himself to the
Father, the key to understanding every disunity and to
re-establishing unity …
“When unity is put into practice, it has an effect … It is
the presence of Jesus among people, in the community.
Jesus said, ‘For where two or three are gathered in my
name, I am there among them’ (Mt 18:20).
“The presence of Jesus therefore between a Catholic
and an Evangelical who live mutual love, between an
Anglican and an Orthodox, between an Armenian and a
Reformed Christian. How much peace it would bring
even now, how much light it would provide or generate
for a productive ecumenical journey!”
— Letizia Magri
This monthly leaflet is also a supplement to Living City, the Focolare
magazine (livingcitymagazine.com). For information and to subscribe to
this
leaflet
or
to
the
magazine,
write
to:
Living City, 202 Comforter Blvd, Hyde Park, NY 12538; tel: 845-229-0496;
e-mail: livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com
Visit focolare.org (international) or focolare.us (U.S.). - © 2019 by Living City
of the Focolare Movement, Inc.

MASS INTENTIONS
MASSES FOR THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY
December 29
Holy Savior
5:15pm
December 30
Holy Savior
7:00am
8:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

Saturday

December 31
8:30am
5:15pm
January 1
10:00am
January 2
8:30a.m.
January 3
8:30am
January 4

Monday
Beatrice Maraczi
Vincenzo Esposito
Tuesday
Vincenzo Esposito
Wednesday
Gina Scuito
Thursday
Maureen Wlazlowski
Friday
Adoration 9am to 12noon

January 5
Holy Savior
5:15pm
January 6
Holy Savior
7:00am
8:30a.m.
10:00a.m.

Saturday

Christmas Novena
Sunday
Patrick Dicken
Parishioners
Thomas Renshaw

Kensy Durst
Sunday
John Repass
Parishioners
Vincenzo Esposito

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the

week for a special intention or in memory of a
loved one, please contact the parish office. A
donation of $10.00 is appreciated. This week’s
candle will be lit in loving memory of Dan Marshall.

If you would like to have flowers placed
on the altar in honor of a loved one,
please contact the parish office. Also
we will have envelopes out for Christmas Flowers that can be dedicated for
a loved one.

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month. Please
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038
for additional information.

Monday, December 31st—5:15pm
Tuesday, January 1st—10:00am
Holy Savior Church

Join us for our 5th Annual Day of
Prayer for Life on Friday, January
18, 2018. Our day will begin at
8am with the Rosary and Mass and then we will enjoy
breakfast in our parish hall with a guest speaker. We will
finish around noon. There is no fee for this day, however, we do ask that you let us know you will be there as
seating is limited. Please contact the parish office by
phone
410-289-0652
or
by
email
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com and we will put you
on the list! Thank you.

The Parish Office will be closed
Monday, December 31st and
Tuesday January 1st for the New
Years’ Holiday.

We will be hosting a Pork & Sauerkraut
Dinner on Wednesday, January 9th from
4:30pm to 6:30pm More information to
following, just wanted you to put this on
your calendar!

Join the FRIENDS OF POSSIBILITIES
And enjoy an afternoon creating a painting
Saturday, January 12, 2019 the Friends of Possibilities
(the camp for children with diabetes) is having an afternoon of painting instruction. You will create a delightful
sea life painting..
Time: Doors open at Noon, painting begins at 1pm
Place: Holy Savior Parish Hall
Cost: $45. - PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
Tickets: Katie Rimel 410-251-4793 or
Pay Pal-fop@camppossibilities.com
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Today is the Feast of the Holy Family!!
Jesus and His Parents, Mary and Joseph are given to us as a model of what it means to
be a “holy” family! Is that because they were a perfect family? No, it’s because they were a normal family!!! Jesus was raised in a good Jewish home where
He was taught to respect the law, His elders and His
faith! They had their issues! Think about it! Joseph
planned to quietly divorce Mary….why didn’t he?
Well, because he was a prayerful man and he loved
Mary and trusted God! They lost Jesus for three days
and when they found Him He was teaching… they
gathered Him because they loved Jesus and trusted
God! I always wonder about Mary during Jesus’ ministry when He was accused of so many things, hanging with Prostitutes, Tax collectors, and sinners! Then
she had to watch him die! Her heart must have broken over and over!
Wow, so what got them through? How did the
family of Nazareth get through all of these trials? The
answer is simple and was present from the beginning,
love for each other and for God. We can see Jesus’
love for his mother when he was dying on the cross
and gave her into the care of his closest disciple, John
— he said, “Woman behold your son,” and to the beloved disciple, “Behold your mother.” (John 19:26-27).
When we find ourselves in troubling family situations
we need only remember, What holds families together
also in times of difficulty is love and forgiveness. It is
love which always wins in the end, even if sometimes
it may have to resort to tough love and honest talking.
When discipline needs to be imposed, if it is not given
in love it is received as abuse. If ever our families fail
in any way, it is because of a lack of love on someone’s part. Whenever families are successful, it is because they are places where love is highly prized. A
major threat facing families nowadays is simply that
we don’t spend enough time together. We are so busy
working, socialising, on our iPads and androids, or
watching TV that we have less and less time to talk to
each other.
So, let’s pledge today, as we honor the
Holy Family and look toward a new year that we will
continue to place the love and health of our families
about all else and to turn and trust God’s abundant
love when we stumble! Know that I am always grateful for the warmth, love and forgiveness of our parish
family and that I thank God for you daily!

Classes Resume Next Sunday January 6th!!

From the desk of
Mark J. Record, Principal
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School joins our
Church on January 1st in celebrating Mary as the
Mother of God. The Greek term for this title of Mary is
“Theotokos” which translates to “God-bearer.” Celebrated as a Solemnity on January 1st, it was established in 431 by the Council of Ephesus. As our school
continues to focus on our Diocesan theme, “Rejoice in
the Lord Always,” the Solemnity of Mary Mother of
God takes on a special significance for our students
and staff.
Our school community would like to extend heartfelt
wishes to the pastors, priests and parishioners of our
seven supporting parishes for a happy and holy New
Year. May our Lord bless you and your families in
2019.
School will resume on Wednesday, January 2, 2019.
We look forward to our students returning to school
well rested and ready to learn.
On December 21st, our middle school students held a
gift exchange activity in which students gave and received gifts. In addition, each student also donated a
gift for a child to be delivered to Diakonia Shelter for
Families in Need in West Ocean City, MD. Our students are taught at home and at school to care for others. Our families generously support these teachings.
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School will celebrate Catholic Schools Week during the week of January 27th through February 2nd. In doing so, we join
Catholic schools across the nation in proclaiming the
value and benefits of a Catholic school education and
we join with our colleagues and friends in celebrating
the success of our school in providing a ministry of
faith and education to our 170 families. The complete
schedule of events for Catholic Schools Week will be
published in future bulletin articles.
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Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

Faith Formation: Mrs. Rita Danhardt
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
410-289-7038

Music Director: Mr. Jordan Pantalone
jspantalone1018@gmail.com

Facilities Manager: Mr. Tony Dicken
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm
410-289-0652
Fax: 410-289-1026
1705 Philadelphia Avenue
Ocean City, MD 21842
Website:
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
Facebook:
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD
Parish Pay: Automated Giving
1-866-727-4741 x 4
Parishpay.com

