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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        SUNDAY 7AM MASS 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 

BETHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 SATURDAY 5PM MASS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
Last week the Word invited us to make a commitment – 
the Joshua commitment: “As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” This is an invitation to reclaim the center, 
the heart of our faith: God. But this call must be constantly 
renewed and most especially it must allow us to make sure 
that God will be chosen in the concrete situation of daily 
lives. That’s why we also took Peter’s invocation that we 
heard from the Gospel – “to whom shall we go? Only you 
have words of eternal life” – as part of our choice: we ask 
God to guide us constantly towards Him. We live this choice 
primarily in the way we relate to one another: in love, 
considering the other as more important than ourselves, just 
as Christ has considered us.  
 
Our belief in the “bread of life” discourse must shape our 
lives accordingly: if we are not willing to become “bread” 
for others, we are only receiving bread, and we are 
bound, at the first sign of disappointment, to leave Jesus 
and go to our former way of life (as the Gospel reminded us 
last Sunday!) 
 
But now we take another step. As a community that has 
traded finger-pointing for hand-stretching in order to reach 
others in love, we continue to shape our lives based on that 
of Jesus. We want to trade “the alternative catechisms” that 
we managed to create in our minds for the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
This week we have another opportunity to see the 
devastating effects of these “catechisms.” They make 
us see ourselves, others, God and the Church, all the 
events that are happening in the world in a very distorted 
way. We pray that the Gospel may help us to see from the 
point of view of God, which is the point of view of the Cross.  
 
When we forget the Cross, all the rules and customs that 
we have as Christians lose their meaning and become 
“empty absolutes” which are used to manipulate others. The 
Cross helps to understand that God’s will is our primary 
force that moves our steps. It invites us strongly to go into 
the depths of our hearts and look at what broods there. 
Many times, our “dramas,” our judgments and our 
indignations are the reflections of our prejudices that we 
have. This is the time we face them and, with honestly and 
love, call them by name. How liberating it is to live by the 
Gospel: we can truly be our true selves! 
 
The commandments of God, and therefore of the 
Church, are meant to show the divine will for us: God 
who loves us immensely can only will what is love.  

Our commitment to follow the way of the Lord is a way to 
express our love for Him and our trust that His ways are 
indeed good for us. Love begets love and continue to cre-
ate more love. We love till love creates!  
 
This week we are challenged to face the “scribe and 
Pharisee” in each one of us. We are called to recognize 
where we find our true identity as human beings; it forces 
us to choose if we want to live our lives in freedom or not.  
 
Let’s continue to grow together, my friends! Let’s con-
tinue to support each other in renewing constantly our fun-
damental choice: God, whose love for us leads us to the 
place where we experience true happiness. This place can 
be found wherever He is present (and He’s always present 
where Love abounds!) 
 
May this liberating love guide us this week, and give us the 
strength to start again.  
 

 
 
 
September 3

rd
: The office will be closed for Labor Day 

 
September 4

th
: Regular office hours resume 

 
September 13

th
: Parish Movie Night: “Greater.” More info in 

the bulletin 
 
Last week we had our last Dinner for the International 
Students. Once again, I’d like to thank all the many volun-
teers who have dedicated their time and talents to provide 
these students with an environment of home and family at-
mosphere. We hope that the love they shared will shape 
the lives of these students as they go back to their own 
homes.  
 

 
Readings for the Week of September 2, 2018 
Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/Jas 1:17-18, 
21b-22, 27/Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 [97]/
Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd
-14 [17]/Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 [12]/Lk 
4:38-44 
Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [1]/Lk 5:1-
11 
Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Lk 
5:33-39 
Saturday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 
61:10]/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/Jas 2:1-5/
Mk 7:31-37 

 “Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you 

and is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21) 



 

 

TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME One place where God clearly speaks to us is the Bible, and 

for Christians the Gospels are especially important. We can 

welcome God’s word by reading Scripture with love, and we 

see its fruits when we put it into practice. 

We can also listen to God in the depths of our hearts, 

where we often experience an influx of many voices and 

words. These might be slogans, or refer to choices we might 

make, or people to admire or maybe worries or fears. How 

can we recognize God’s word and leave room for it to live in 

us? 

We need to make ourselves still and surrender to God’s 

call, so as to listen freely and courageously to his voice 

which is usually gentle and quiet. 

God’s voice asks us to avoid being closed in on ourselves 

and to venture onto the path of encounter and dialogue with 

him and with others. It also calls on us to work so that human 

coexistence can become more harmonious and we can be 

increasingly ready to recognize one another as brothers and 

sisters. 

 

“Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you 

and is able to save your souls.”  

 

In fact, the word of God can transform our daily life into the 

story of our liberation from the darkness of personal and 

social evil. However, we need to accept the word personally 

and consciously, even if it is an ongoing process and we are 

imperfect and fragile. 

Our thoughts and feelings will become more like those of 

Jesus himself. Our faith and hope in God’s love will grow 

stronger, and we will notice other people’s needs and help 

them. 

Chiara Lubich explained this in 1992: “We saw a profound 

unity between Jesus’ love for the Father and his love for his 

brothers and sisters. There was total coherence between his 

words and his life, and this fascinated and attracted 

everyone.  

“We too should be like him, accepting his words with 

childlike simplicity and putting them into practice. His words 

shine out in their purity, strength and completeness. By living 

them, we become the kind of disciples he wants us to be, 

disciples who are equal to their teacher, like Jesus spread 

throughout the world. What greater and more beautiful 

adventure could there be?” 

— Letizia Magri 

 
Each month the Focolare offers a Scripture passage as a guide and inspiration 

for daily living. Focolare’s founder, Chiara Lubich (1920–2008), wrote these 

commentaries for many years. Now an international commission continues this 

tradition, faithful to her spirituality of unity. Letizia Magri, an expert in marriage 

and family from the John Paul II Institute in Rome, is head of this commission 

and part of the Focolare’s center for the family. For information and to subscribe 

to this leaflet or to the magazine, write to: Living City, 202 Comforter Blvd, Hyde 

Park, NY 12538; tel: 845-229-0496; e-mail: livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com. 

Visit focolare.org (international) or focolare.us (U.S.). 

© 2018 by Living City of the Focolare Movement, Inc. 

 
 

 

 

 

The Word of Life this month comes from a text attributed 

to the disciple James, who was a prominent figure in the 

Church in Jerusalem. He exhorted Christians saying 

there should be coherence between what they believed 

and what they did. 

The first paragraph of the letter highlights an essential 

condition that makes this possible. Christians needed to 

be free from all wickedness in order to welcome God’s 

word and be guided by it on the journey toward fulfilling 

their Christian vocation. 

The word of God has a creative power that produces 

fruits of goodness in both the individual and in the com-

munity. It builds relationships founded on love between 

each of us and God and among us all. 

James says this word has already been “planted” in 

us. 

 

“Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in 

you and is able to save your souls.” 

 

How can this be? It is surely because, from the very be-

ginning, God stated clearly that humankind was created 

in his “image.” In fact, every human being is a “you” in 

relation to God. Every person is called into existence to 

share in God’s life of love and fellowship. 

In addition, for Christians the sacrament of baptism 

incorporates us into Christ, the word of God who entered 

into human history. 

God has, therefore, sown the seed of his word in every 

person. This word calls them to do what is good; it calls 

them to justice, self-giving and fellowship. When the 

word is welcomed and cultivated in our own “soil,” it pro-

duces life and fruit. 

 

“Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in 

you and is able to save your souls.” 

 

 

Focolare Word of Life—September,2018 
 
 

“Humbly welcome the word that has 
been planted in you 

and is able to save your souls.”  
(James 1:21) 



  

There is a lot happening with our 

St. Vincent de Paul Ministry and 

we need your help! 

1. We will be opening the pantry effective September 

6th and will continue every Thursday from 10am to 

12noon.  We need volunteers to welcome and as-

sist our guests when they come to the pantry.  You 

will be trained on what is to be asked, and what is 

to be given to each family. 

2. We need to fill the pantry!  We are in desperate 

need of Spaghetti, Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Fruit, 

Peanut Butter and Jelly.  We also will welcome 

Tuna Fish and any Canned Meats.  These items 

can be dropped off in the parish center on the ta-

ble as you come out of church.   

3. As the town gets quieter, the number of hours peo-

ple are working get lower and they come to us for 

assistance for their rent and utilities.  Please re-

member those who struggle through the off sea-

son and please help by placing a donation in one 

of the poor boxes located at each door of the 

church.   

4. Thank you so much for your generosity! 

September 1 Saturday 
Bethany United Methodist Church 
5:00pm Evelyn Skabisky 
Holy Savior 
5:15pm  Parishioners 
September 2 Sunday 
St. Mary Star of the Sea 
7:00am Winifred Coughlin 
Holy Savior 
8:30a.m.  Jack Hosler 
10:00a.m. S.I. John & Theresa Poyer 
 
September 3 Monday 
8:30a.m. Vincenzo Esposito 
September 4 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Andrew Joseph Kruep 
September 5 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Brian Arthur 
September 6 Thursday 
8:30am Mrs. Marie King 
September 7 Friday 
 No Mass 
 
September 8 Saturday 
Bethany United Methodist Church 
5:00pm Dennis Curry 
Holy Savior 
5:15pm  Kate Hommel 
September 2 Sunday 
St. Mary Star of the Sea 
7:00am Robert Moran 
Holy Savior 
8:30a.m.  Parishioners 
10:00a.m. Edward Mackin 
 
 
 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   The candle 
will be lit at Holy Savior in  memory of Vincenzo 
Esposito from Nancy Smith.  The Candle at St. 
Mary Star of the Sea will be lit for Special Inten-
tions of Rich Nieman from Rick Gomlak. 

 
 

 

 

If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office.  This 
weekend the flowers have been placed 
in memory of Vincenzo Esposito from 

the Parish Staff. 
 

 

 

  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 



 

 

TWENTY SECONDSUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 
From the desk of  

Mark J. Record, Principal 
So, last Sunday, as I sat in Church, I listened!   I 

listened to Father’s homily, awesome as always!  

I listened to the choir, beautiful!  Prayers, con-

versations, bells… all setting the tone, warming 

my heart!  However, I also listened to something else, the sound 

that I heard that truly lifted me, the thing that I really noticed was…

we have become a parish with wiggles!!!   Look around and notice 

the families with young children in our midst! It is so beautiful to see!  

You see, I have been so blessed my whole life with parishes that 

had wiggles and understood the importance of smiling, waving, 

sometime turning a blind eye or deaf ear and sometimes reaching 

out a helping hand sometimes!  I have in my 56 years had four 

churches that I felt were my home (this excludes my college years 

when I went to the college chapel, early adult when I went to several 

churches depending on my work schedule!).  Queen of the Universe 

in PA, the church in which I was the wiggler, my toddler years.  This 

is the church in which I provide my family many embarrassing sto-

ries- for them when they were happening and for me as the were 

recanted over and over again through the years!    My mother’s 

favorite was a daily Mass story.   My mother took me to daily Mass 

throughout my whole childhood, starting in infancy.  This particular 

day I had made it clear that I had other things I would rather do.  We 

were sitting in our regular front row, where we sat so my mother 

could go to the communion rail and leave me in the pew a few feet 

away.  She was piously kneeling at the altar, waiting to receive 

when from behind her she heard a small but very loud, little voice 

say “Body of Christ, Body od Christ…will you ever stop saying Body 

of Christ.”   She said she froze, mortified until the priest, our older 

gentle pastor, stifling his laugh, replied to me, “Shortly Ritamarie, 

shortly.”   She received communion, and scurried me out, only to be 

reprimanded by the other parishioners and the pastor about taking 

me home.  She was assured that they chuckled and shared the 

story all day.   I was legend, however, I was told I was punished and 

didn’t get to watch Bozo the Clown that day anyway!   The point of 

that story is that the reaction of the priest and the congregation gave 

my mother the strength to continue to take me with her to Mass.  

Something I continued with her through Highschool!  And look at me 

now, I make it through Mass every week with no outbursts!  I often 

get the opportunity to speak to young parents, I tell them bring your 

babies upfront.  Let them see and learn.    My love of the liturgy was 

born there in my mother’s arms, in the midst of my family.   So, I 

hope that when we hear our wiggles or giggles or squeals that we 

remember that there is the future of our faith.   We need to welcome 

the babies, so when they are children they are not nervous, when 

they are teens the feel welcome and as young adults they are com-

fortable to bring their babies!  My final note, and the most wonderful 

sight I saw Sunday, involved a young dad and his boys!  The boys 

were young  maybe 2&3, but young and close in age.  They were 

adorable.  Very active but dad did a great job of bouncing and wig-

gling the around.  The whole scene was adorable.   During com-

munion the were at the end and dad was still hanging in! So, during 

the final blessing I look over and dad has one against his leg hold-

ing tightly and the other in his arms, head against his shoulder, cry-

ing.  Seated behind them is a couple, long standing, active parish-

ioners, grandparents, not to these two babies, but that didn’t matter.   

“Grandmom” surveys the situation, looks down to see snack con-

tainers, picks on up unscrews the lid and offers it to the little one on 

dad’s shoulder who stops fussing for popcorn, the other one release 

dad’s leg to get his fair share!  Not sure dad realized why both sud-

denly calmed but it didn’t matter, “grandmom” knew what to do!   

She saw an opportunity to love and did it!!  Isn’t that what we are all 

about!    

On Tuesday, September 4th, our Regional Catholic Elementary 
School, Most Blessed Sacrament, ill open its doors for the new 
school year to approximately 220 students.  Our enrollment thi 
year includes students who are new to Most Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic School and who come to us from 25 families.  We are 
blessed to have our existing families return to our school and we 
are blessed to have our new families join our mission and minis-
try of faith and academics.  Our students in grades K through 8, 
along with faculty and saff will gather in the cafeteria for an open-
ing day prayer service on September 4th at 8:15 a.m.   
 
We would like to acknowledge with grateful prayer the dedication 
and commitment of our faculty and staff.  Our teachers and staff 
are listed below.  The support that our school receives from our 
faculty and staff enables our school to provide a highly rigorous 
education that is integrated with faith and Catholic values. 
 

Teachers   Classroom Assistants 
Mrs. Stephanie Cress, Pre-3 Mrs. Beth Mizurak 
Mrs. Norrie Hamby, Pre-4 Mrs. Sandy May 
Mrs. Joanne Curry, K  Mrs. Sherry Brannon 
Mrs. Lana DeFibo, 1st Gr. Mrs. Barbara Stevenson 
Mrs. Mary Waegele, 2nd Gr. 
Mrs. Jamie Wilson, 3rd Gr. 
Mr. Lee Ruark, 4th Gr. 
Mrs. Robin Hayes, 5th Gr. 
Mr. Robert MacGuinness, Social Studies 
Mrs. McKaylee Prochuzka, Science 
Mrs. Kathleen Meisten, EKA 
Mr. Dan Murphy, Math 
Mr. John Haskell, Phys Ed 
Mrs. Jackie Selba, Rel/Tech 
Mrs. Angela Cassels, Art 
Mrs. Josie Cover, Music 
Mrs. Rosemarie Aniunas, Spanish 
Mrs. Nancye Vermillion, Librarian  
 

STAFF   

Mrs. Michele Carlson, Nurse 
Mrs. Maureen Mumford, Nurse 
Mrs. Theresa Gabbard, Guidance 
Mrs. Amanda Evans, Admissions 
Mrs. Lori Alvarez, Business Mgr. 
Mr. John Devine, Maintenance 
Mrs. Chris Connor, Custodian 
Ms. Lauren Higgins, Office Manager 
Mrs. Kristen Littleton, Admin. Asst. 
Mr. Mark Record, Principal 
 
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School is currently accept-
ing applications for enrollment for the 2018-2019 academic 
year. We offer Pre-K 3, Pre-K 4 programs with a full or half day 
option. We also have availability in K through 8th grades. MBS 
is a STREAM school that emphasizes the intellectual, spiritual, 
and physical development of every child. We offer before and 
after-care as well as bus service for our Delaware residents. 
Please contact Amanda Evans, Director of Admissions at 410-
208-1600 or email at aevans@mbscs.org for more information 
or to schedule a tour. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm 
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm 
           410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken 
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 


