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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY AT 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
It is with the greatest joy that I wish all of you a Blessed 
Easter. We journeyed together throughout the Holy 
Season of Lent, and now we are celebrating what God 
wanted to accomplish all along: allowing us to share in 
the resurrected life of His Son. It’s a wonderful gift that 
God has given us which, like all other gifts, needs a 
reaction and participation on our part. I pray that the 
explosive presence of the Risen Christ into your life, 
will allow you to make new steps into your life so to live it 
to the fullest.  
 
Yes, Jesus is risen, He is alive, He will be always 
with us.  Death’s power had nothing on him: this is what 
we celebrate today – nothing stands in between God and 
us; this is the heart of the Good News, the reason why 
we do all we do: to live our lives fully, being aware of 
God’s love for us.  
 
The empty tomb (Gospel) and the testimony of Peter (1st 
reading) are the given to us this week to help us renew 
our faith in becoming "Living", because our behavior is 
marked by the perspectives opened up by the 
Resurrection (2nd reading). The whole life of Jesus 
was a continuous surprise: his birth, his public life, his 
death, and in particular his life as a Risen. 
 
The Gospel speaks of surprises and dismays: of 
Mary of Magdala, of Peter and John, in the aftermath of 
Jesus' burial: the tomb, symbol and abode of death, is 
empty, it does not contain any corpse, but only "sheets 
laid there" and the" shroud wrapped in a separate place 
", as if it were inhabited by a living person.  
 
It is a sign: death has not grasped Jesus; his victory 
over Christ was only momentary, fleeting: he actually 
lives, because God has rewarded his faithfulness by 
raising him from the dead. 
 
Jesus entered a new existential condition, difficult to 
define, but the apostles now begin to have a sure 
experience. This is why we too can be joyful; this is why 
we can commit ourselves in rediscovering the Risen Lord 
living today in the places where we are. We can discover 
Him acting in our midst, in the sacraments we celebrate, 
the Word we hear, the words we speak. We will find Him 
alive and ready to love us most of all in the people we 
are ready to love, especially when it’s very difficult. 

Nothing can separate us from the Love of God; noth-
ing can separate us from the life He wants us to enjoy. 
Nothing! Isn’t it time we become part of this wonderful 
reality? Let’s do our best to let Him always live in our 
midst. We will be able to see the great love the Father 
has for us. 
 

 

 

I want to thank all of many people who worked behind 
the scenes to make this holy week and Easter celebra-
tions wonderfully beautiful.  
 
Next Sunday we celebrate Divine Mercy; after each 
mass, we will have the recitation of the chaplet.  
 
On the week of April 9th, a representative of LPi – our 
bulletin company, will be here in our parish to call local 
business and offer them an opportunity to advertise in 
our bulletin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of April 1, 2018 
 
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
[24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7or 
Lk 24:13-35 
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/
Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 [5b]/Jn 
20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [3b]/Lk 
24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2, 5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/Lk 24:35
-48 
Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-24, 25-27 [22]/Jn 
21:1-14 
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1, 14-15, 16-18, 19-21 
[21a]/Mk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday: Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 
[1]/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31  
 

 

 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life” 



 

 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD  

“Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal 
life.” 

 
Often, during the day, we place our trust in people 
around us. It may be the teacher who teaches our 
children, the taxi driver who takes us to our destination, 
the doctor who treats us … We cannot live without trust, 
and trust is increased by knowing one another, through 
friendship, by a relationship deepened over time. 
 
How then can we live the Word of Life this month? 
 
Continuing her commentary, Chiara invited us to renew 
our complete choice of Jesus: “We already know how to 
do this by putting his words into practice with fresh 
commitment. His words remind us of many specific 
aspects of life. For example, are we meeting a neighbor? 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’ (Mt 22:39). Are 
we suffering? ‘If any want to become my follower … then 
they should take up their cross’ (Mt 16:24), and so on.  
 
“If we do so, the words of Jesus will be a source of light, 
and he will come to us with his truth, his strength and his 
love. Our life will become more and more life with him, 
doing everything with him. We will no longer be afraid 
even of the physical death that awaits us all, because 
with Jesus true life has already begun in us, the life that 
never ends.” 

Letizia Magri 

 

 

 
Each month the Focolare offers a Scripture passage as a 
guide and inspiration for daily living. Focolare’s founder, 
Chiara Lubich (1920–2008), wrote these commentaries for 
many years. Now an international commission continues 
this tradition, faithful to her spirituality of unity. Letizia Magri, 
an expert in marriage and family from the John Paul II 
Institute in Rome, is head of this commission and part of the 
Focolare’s center for the family. This Word of Life is 
translated into 96 different languages and reaches several 
million people worldwide through the media. This monthly 
leaflet is also a supplement to Living City, the Focolare 
magazine (livingcitymagazine.com). For information and to 
subscribe to this leaflet or to the magazine, write to: Living 
City, 202 Comforter Blvd, Hyde Park, NY 12538; tel: 845-
229-0496; e-mail: livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com. Visit 
focolare.org (international) or focolare.us (U.S.). 

© 2018 by Living City of the Focolare Movement, Inc. 
 
 
 

 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal 
life.” (Jn 6:47) 

 

These words are part of a long dialogue Jesus had with 
the crowd around him. They had seen the sign that he 
had performed in the multiplication of the loaves and fol-
lowed him, perhaps just wanting more material help. 
Starting from their immediate needs, Jesus gradually 
brings the conversation around to his mission: he was 
sent by the Father to give humanity true life, eternal life, 
which is the life of God himself, who is Love. 
 
As Jesus walked along the roads of Palestine, he took 
an interest in all the people he met, not shying away from 
their requests for food, water, healing and forgiveness. 
On the contrary, he met all their needs and gave hope to 
everyone. That is why he could then ask all who heard 
him to take a further step, to accept the life he offered, to 
be in relationship with him, trust him and believe in him. 
 
Commenting on this sentence of the Gospel, Chiara Lu-
bich wrote in the magazine Città Nuova in 1991: “Here, 
Jesus responds to people’s deepest aspirations. They 
have been created for life and seek life with all their 
strength. But their great mistake is to look for it in other 
people and in things that, being limited and passing, can-
not give a genuine answer to their aspirations … Only 
Jesus can satisfy their hunger. Only he can give life with-
out end, for he is the Life.” 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal 
life.” 

 
Christian faith is primarily the fruit of a personal encoun-
ter with God, with Jesus, who wants nothing more than 
to have us share in his very own life. 
Faith in Jesus means following his example of not being 
wrapped up in ourselves, in our fears and limited plans, 
but rather to focus our attention on the needs of others. 
They may have real needs arising from poverty, illness 
and marginalization, and above all they need to be lis-
tened to, accepted and welcomed. 
In this way, through the life we are living, we will be able 
to share the love we have received as a gift from God 
with others. To strengthen us on our journey, he has also 
left us the great gift of the Eucharist, a sign of a self-
giving love that enables others to live. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Focolare Word of Life—April 2018 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes 
has eternal life.”(Jn 6:47) 



2018 Annual Catholic Appeal – 
“Disciples of Christ, Witnesses of Faith” 
 
In the Resurrection of Jesus we find 
hope in the prospect of everlasting life in 
heaven. But to obtain eternal life, we 
must accept the Lord’s invitation to follow 
Him by imitating His love and compas-

sion for others. 
 
During the weekend of April 14 & 15, our parish will partici-
pate in the 2018 Annual Catholic Appeal – a campaign con-
ducted each year throughout the Diocese of Wilmington. 
Funds generated through the Appeal help provide critical 
financial support to nearly forty pastoral, charitable and 
educational programs and ministries.  
  
As Christian stewards we are called to a lifelong conversion 
to the ways of Jesus. Each of us is asked to examine the 
blessings we have received from God and to discern how 
best to use them for others. We do this cheerfully and sacri-
ficially and with faith in God’s love for us, knowing that He 
will provide for our earthly wants. 
 
You can learn more about the Annual Catholic Appeal by 
reading the campaign insert in this week’s Dialog or visiting 
the diocesan website at www.cdow.org; click “Giving” then 
“Annual Catholic Appeal.” 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ocean City Community Health Fair, Tuesday, May 8th  

8am to 12:30pm  Roland E. Powell Convention Center 

Free Screenings:  Carotid, Respiratory, Bone Density, 

Foot Checks, Hearing and more 

Pets on Wheels of Delmarva 

Blood Drive by Blood Bank of Delmarva 

March 31 Saturday 
9:00am  Morning Prayer 
7:30pm  Parishioners 
April 1 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  Easter Novena 
8:30a.m.  Easter Novena 
10:30am Easter Novena 
 
 
April 2 Monday 
8:30a.m. Easter Novena 
April 3 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Easter Novena 
April 4 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Easter Novena 
April 5 Thursday 
8:30am Easter Novena 
April 6 Friday 
 No Mass 
April 7 Saturday 
5:15pm  Easter Novena 
April 8 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00a.m.  Parishioners 
8:30a.m.  Joseph Slawek 
10:00a.m. Patricia & Lugene Cleary 
 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This  week 
the candle will be lit in loving memory of Marie 
Elmo from Kay Fletcher. 
 

 

 

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 
 

 
 
If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office. 

 
 

 

Low Gluten Hosts are available at all Masses.  
Please see the Adult Altar Server prior to 
Mass  if you would like to receive one.  Thank 
you 
 

 

  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

http://www.cdow.org


 

 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTOIN OF THE LORD  

 

 

  From the desk of Mark J. Record, Principal… 

 

 
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School is celebrating the 
joy of the Easter Season through its Easter vacation that 
began Wednesday, March 28

th
 at 12:10 p.m.  School will 

resume on Monday, April 9
th
.   May our risen Lord continue 

to bless our families, fellow parishioners and the pastors 
and staffs of our eight supporting parishes. Blessed Easter 
to all! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I hope you are having A Healthy and Blessed Easter.    
Many wishes for all our families and friends for a wonderful 
Joyous celebration from all the Catechists, staff and myself! 
I love Easter.  It is a time of hope!  All our fears are gone!  
In our day to day life, if we are not careful we can allow so 
many things to make us afraid. The loss of a loved one, 
work, a broken friendship and the experience of not being 
valued by others are among the many experiences that can 
leave us so sad, not knowing what to expect, even afraid.   
It really makes you think about those who met the risen 
Christ -- the two Marys, the guards, the disciples -- all ex-
perienced a profound change in their lives, they had to be a 
little afraid, unsure. However, Christ was alive and offered 
peace and hope to them.  They were his words.  They were 
offered new beginnings. His presence brought not venge-
ance but reconciliation. Our Lord’s resurrection overcame 
sin and death. His resurrection is true redemption, an invita-
tion to new life, where every human mistake can be cor-
rected and we can be freed from whatever holds us back or 
destroys true freedom, and we are welcomed into his 
LOVE. How awesome!     Especially in these times when it 
is so evident that we live in a wonderful but deeply 
wounded and wounding world that we always remember 
that Easter promises us hope and that we share that hope 
in the world.  Easter, you might say, is our re-
commissioning!   It’s Jesus saying to us, “Pssssst, all is 
well…Pass it on!” He brought us hope, despite being aban-
doned by his disciples, the cruelty of the soldiers and the 
sadness of the women!   Jesus offered them, as he offers 
us, new life, forgiveness and hope for the future. We can 
find healing and hope in Him, in His profound love.   He 
makes it possible for all of us to have second chances, new 
beginnings, new life. 
                  May you share in the hope shared today, 
                                           Rita 
 

 

Keep in Mind that our Religious Article Store Located 
just inside the doors of Church closes to the Parking 
lot has many wonderful gifts for Baptism, First Com-
munion, Confirmation and even Mother’s Day!  Be 
sure to stop in and browse!   Can’t find what you had 
in mind?   Ask  Ms. Dale, she can place orders for 
specific items! 

 

 

No Religious Education This week ~ April 1, 2018   

Classes Resume next Weekend April 8! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:  9am-5pm 
Wednesday & Friday 9am –3pm 
             410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken,  
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 


