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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY AT 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 
 

 



 

 

 
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
March 11, 2018 4th Sunday of Lent 
 
Why is the world the way it is? We all wonder that 
from time to time. Each successive generation 
projects rose-hued longing on the past and casts 
furtive glances at the impending future. We see forces 
beyond our control in nature and in the newspaper. 
The world is changing and we're being pulled out with 
the tide. 
  
In the face of this confusion, today's Gospel features 
one of the most oft-quoted Scripture verses of all time: 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish 
but might have eternal life." But if Christ has come, 
why is the world so challenging? Why is the world still 
-- to our eyes -- being carried off in a proverbial hand 
basket? Jesus' response is a deeply personal one. 
"This is the verdict, that the light came into the world, 
but people preferred darkness to light." Patterns arise, 
habits are formed, and systems become engrained, 
but each is the result of an interconnected web of 
human choices. 
 
Where do we stand? Our answers, perhaps, vary from 
week to week, hour to hour, missed traffic light to 
spilled coffee to teenage child's rebellion. The world 
isn't perfect because we aren't perfect. Our parish is 
flawed because we're flawed. Our families need work 
because every one of us needs to be converted. 
Christianity is a process, not a destination! 
  
This Sunday, Jesus invites us to consider our own 
lives. Where in our own lives do we prefer darkness to 
light? What flaws are we trying to hide? Humbly 
acknowledge those places today. Ask God for the 
grace to be transformed. Share with your spouse or a 
friend where you'd like to improve this week. 
"Whoever loves truth comes to the light, so that his 
works may be clearly seen as done in God."  

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of March 11, 2018 
 

Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 

[6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 Scrutiny: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-

7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-

41 or Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 

13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54  

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-

16  

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 

[8a]Jn 5:17-30  

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 

5:31-47  

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23 

[19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/

Jn 7:40-53  

Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 

[12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 

Scrutiny: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/Ps 

130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or Jn 

11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  

 

      

 

 

 

“Make me know your ways, O Lord; teach me your 
paths.”    (Ps 25:4) 

We ask for your prayers for parishioner and family of 
parishioners that has passed away in the last week 
or two. 
 

Mrs. Rose Weber 
 
 

Eternal rest grant upon her O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace. Amen. 
 



 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 
Many people have asked “What is 

the blessing of the food?”  Well, it is 

an Eastern European custom 

brought to this country by our 

grandparents and those before them.  

The food that is placed in the basket is the food that is to 

be used for the Easter Dinner the next day.  A lot of the 

baskets include Easter eggs, and a butter-lamb as well 

as home made bread and other staples of the meal.  

Please think about putting your basket together and 

joining us the this annual custom. 

 

8th Annual O.C. Italian Festival in 

honor of St. Joseph will be celebrated 

on Saturday, March 24th from 11am 

to 6pm at St. Andrews Catholic Center.  Lots of great 

Italian food, fun and music.  Admission is free. 

 

The Ecumenical Clergy Group of Ocean City invites you 

to attend Prayer Breakfast on Saturday April 7th in honor 

of the 50th anniversary of the death of Dr. Martin Luther 

King.  Holy Savior Parish Center—$10. Tickets are on 

sale in the parish office. 

 

Friday, March 16th—Fish Fry—5 to 7 pm 

Fried Cod  

Choice of  French Fries or Mac & Cheese 

Cole Slaw & Salad Dessert 

Cost in advance:  $10 Adults/$5. Kids under 12 

Cost at the Door:  $12 Adults/$6.00 Kids under 12 

We will be selling tickets after all Masses this weekend! 

 

We will be having the very suc-
cessful Craft corner again this 
year in the Bazaar. During these 
dreary days of winter our crafters 

may want to start working on something for the Bazaar. 

Also, if anyone should have any sports teams (Ravens, 
Orioles, etc) material, we would greatly appreciate it to 
make things for the Bazaar.  Nancie said anything team 
related sold very well. 

Thank you for all your hard and loving efforts. 

 

Our next Parish Luncheon will be on Thurs-
day, March 29th at Sunset Grille at 12noon.  
Please let Carol or the office know if you are 
planning to attend so we can make sure to 
have enough table space.   

 

 

Join us for Stations of the Cross on Fri-

days at 7pm at Holy Savior.  We will 

have the Live Stations on the Cross on 

March 23rd and 30th at 7 and we know 

you will not want to miss this moving 

production. 

 

Lenten Penance Services 
 

St. John Neumann Parish 
Monday, March 12th—6:30pm 

 
St. Luke Parish 

Thursday, March 15th—6:30pm 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

Palm Sunday: 
 Saturday, March 24th - 5:15pm 
 Sunday, March 25th—7am, 8:30am & 10am 
 
Holy Thursday 
 March 29th  
  9am Morning Prayer  
  7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Good Friday 
 March 30th  
  9am Morning Prayer 
  3pm Passion of the Lord & Veneration of 
          the Cross 
  7pm Live Stations of the Cross 
Holy Saturday 
 March 31 
  9am Morning Prayer 
  9:20am Blessing of the Food 
  7:30pm Easter Vigil 
Easter Sunday 
 April 1st 
  7am, 8:30am & 10:30am Mass 

 
Please note the Mass time of 10:30am is only for Easter 

Sunday. 
 

All Mass will be held at Holy Savior Church 
 



 
 

  

Sharing the Gospel 

When the Hebrews sinned in the desert, snakes came to 

bite them. Moses lifted up a metal snake in the desert. If 

God's people looked at the metal snake, their painful snake 

bites would be healed. Instead of dying from their snake 

bites, they would live. Our sins are a lot like those snake 

bites. Sins turn us away from God, hurt us, and hurt other 

people. When Jesus was lifted up on the cross, he washed 

our sins away. Jesus gave us healing and forgiveness. We 

don't need to die from our sins. We can believe in Jesus, 

follow God with our whole hearts, and live forever. 

 

Prayer 

God, thank you for sending Jesus to wash away my sins. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of Jesus on the cross. Around the cross, 

write down your sins in pencil, then erase them. This will 

show that Jesus has washed all of your sins away. 

 

Mission for the Week 

Help your parents wash dishes. As you take dirty dishes 

and wash them clean, talk about how Jesus washed our 

sins away on the cross. 
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March 10 Saturday 
5:15p.m. Tom Hipszer 
March 11 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  Patrick J. Coughlin, Sr. 
8:30a.m.  Martey Aszotis Family 
10:00am Parishioners 
 
March 12 Monday 
8:30a.m. Charles Bohner 
March 13 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Giuseppe Tandurella 
March 14 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Joan Kirsch 
March 15 Thursday 
8:30a.m. Sr. Francesca Roche 
March 16 Friday 
9am—12noon Adoration 
7pm Stations of the Cross 
 
March 17 Saturday 
5:15p.m. Ray Sarlitto 
March 18 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  Adelina Rivera Weinig 
8:30a.m.  Parishioners 
10:00am Judy Kolarik 
 
 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This  week 
the candle will be lit for special intentions of 
Betty Santa Maria and in loving memory of Wil-
liam Ritter. 
 

 

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 
 

 
 
Easter Flower Envelopes are now 
available in the pews.  The persons 
listed on the envelopes will be included 
in the Easter Novena.  Thank you. 

 

 
Low Gluten Hosts are available at all Masses.  
Please see the Adult Altar Server prior to 
Mass  if you would like to receive one.  Thank 
you 
 

 

  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 



 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

So, we are into March!  It is 

amazing to me how quickly the 

days go by!  I know it can’t be 

because of my age or anything like that, right? 

Whatever the reason, here we are in the middle of 

Lent! Lent is a great time for introspection, a time to 

make a list of all that we are and all that we do! I also 

try to think where and I heading and where do I want 

to be? One of the joys of our faith is that no matter 

where we have been we always have the opportunity 

to check our course and to adjust our direction if 

necessary.  I, for one, have never had an issue with u 

turns. I am grateful for the opportunity to start again, 

new, with renewed purpose and direction! Each night 

when I examine my day and each morning when I 

start a new I rejoice!!  We are so blessed!  So, I share 

with you that I am grateful and inspired to start again 

in the midst of a loving, forgiving and caring family!! 

Thank you for being my blessings!!   

 

VBS Donations I will give a list in a few weeks but 

for those that enjoy saving : this year we are 

looking for tubes ~ toilet paper, paper towels, 

wrapping paper, carpet tubes, concrete tubes and 

if we have anyone that works in printing large 

tubes from the paper.         
 

 

 

TICKETS WILL GO ON SALE This WEEK!! 
We, the members of the T.O.P. Group are excited to 
announce our next GREAT EVENT!!   We are 
planning a Senior ~ Senior Prom, and would like to 
invite all our Senior Parishioners to join us on March 
17

th
 for an evening or fun and food!!  We will have a 

DJ, Dinner and door prizes, dancing and a great 
time!!!   We hope you will mark your calendars!! 

Senior~ Senior Prom 
Theme ~ Under the Sea 

March 17th  ~ 630 PM to 9 PM 
We will be looking for just a few donations of 
items for door prizes, or gift cards to Walmart, 
food lion or BJ’s 

  

 

  From the desk of Mark J. Record, Principal… 

 

 

On Tuesday, March 6th, our school hosted the priests of 
the Ocean Deanery under the direction of Vy. Rev. Paul 
Jennings, V.F., Dean of the Ocean Deanery and Pastor 
of St. Luke’s Parish.  The pastors and priests were able 
to lead and participate in our school’s annual Lenten 
Penance Prayer Service and then to hear individual con-
fessions of our students and staff.  We are blessed to 
have pastors and priests who care so deeply about our 
school and who demonstrate their commitment by 
spending an entire day with us leading us in prayer and 
ministering to our students and staff. 
  
A DOZEN REASONS TO CHOOSE CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS 
(Part II of VI) 

3. We set high standards for student achievement and 
help them succeed. 
We provide a balanced academic curriculum that inte-
grates faith culture and life. 
 
We congratulate our eighth grade student, Hannah 
Short, for her third place award in the Essay Contest on 
the topic of, "Can Society Function Without Respect?" 
Hannah will received a $200 prize and was honored at a 
dinner at Waterman's Seafood Company on March 1, 
2018. We are very proud of Hannah's accomplishment 
and of all of our students who submitted entries. 
 
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School cordially in-
vites you to attend the excellent performance of “Pirates 
Past Noon” that our students in grades 2, 3 & 4, will pro-
vide. The performance will be at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 22nd.  Admission is FREE! For the convenience 
of guests with disabilities/wheelchairs, etc. doors 
will open at 5:45 p.m. For all other guests, doors will 
open at 6:00 p.m.  
 
MBS is now accepting applications for the 2018-2019 
academic year. Primary consideration is made for parish-
ioner families. For more information or to schedule a 
tour, please contact Lisa Edmunds, Director of Admis-
sions at 410-208-1600 or email at led-
munds@mbscs.org.  
 
 
 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:  9am-5pm 
Wednesday & Friday 9am –3pm 
             410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken,  
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 


