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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        SUNDAY 7AM MASS (CLOSED FOR THE SEASON) 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 

 

 

“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” (Col. 3:14) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
This week we light our second candle on the Advent 
wreath; it’s becoming brighter, and the light begins to 
pierce the darkness. Our Advent journey allows us to move 
a bit closer to the realization of the plan that God realized in 
Christ: being with us, and making us part of His household.  
 
The prophecies we hear during Advent reminds us that the 
coming of the Lord is an event that is out of our 
control. God is behind it, and we are invited to participate.  
 
The good news is that it is not us who is looking for God, 
but it is He who is reaching out to us. The one who is to 
come is already here, calling us to Him. It should fill our 
hearts with joy knowing that we are valued so much by 
God!   
 
God’s Love is tenacious; He will stop at nothing! I wants 
to reach out, He wants to call us and grant us the greatest 
gift that He could give us: Himself. With Him in us, we can 
surely live our life as a Child of God, fulfilling the desires 
and expectations of our soul. We were made for this.  
 
But powerful as God can be, He will never force His 
love on us. It’s our responsibility to answer properly to this 
invitation. We have to make some changes in us as well. 
Christ’s presence in us cannot coexist with “the spirit of the 
World.” The two are simply cannot cohabitate. One has to 
go. One has come to an end in order for the other to begin 
its life.  
 
This is the challenge of Advent: we must prepare for this 
encounter. The Word this week gives us a powerful image: 
to level the path, that is to fill up the holes and smooth out 
the bumps.  
 
We are invited to take a look at our lives: what do we 
need to fill us? Perhaps we have little of something 
important: prayer, time to deepen our relationship with God. 
Maybe our formal religious education hasn’t grown since 
the days we were in CCD classes. It’s time to change that: 
how can we make room for the One who loves us so much 
if we don’t know Him? How can we love someone we don’t 
know?  
 
Maybe we need to take out something we have too much 
of; perhaps we spend too much time in activities that do not 
build up good character: too much television? Social 
media? Gossiping or “keeping up with stars and 
personalities?”  
 

When we start bringing balance into our lives we can act on 
the values we hold dear, and in this way, we can create an 
environment that will foster the presence of Christ in us and in our 
families and home.  
 
The challenge is clear: with our eyes fixed on the Love that God 
has for us, we act on faith to make it a Reality for us. This is what 
God desires the most for us. And it’s time we give ourselves the 
gift we long the most: God – with – us!  
 
Happy Second Week of Advent  

Fr Stanislao 
 
Last week I mentioned that with the new Liturgical year, we will 
focus on a particular Word from Scripture for the entire year. We 
use this Word also as a communion antiphon at Daily Mass. I 
hope soon to use it for our Sunday liturgies as well.  
 
This year, our word comes from the letter of Paul to the 
Colossians (3:14):  
 

“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.”  
 
My hope is to let God’s word dwell in our hearts richly, so that we 
can constantly renew our mind based on what He wants us to do. I 
hope that this word will bless us this year and make an impact in 
our lives, in our relationships, in our family.  
 
We must understand that the perfection that God wants us to have 
is achievable (otherwise God would not have commanded it!). It 
comes from uniting our weakness to His strength. Because God is 
love, only Love can create the strongest,  powerful force in the 
universe. All is possible to the one who believes! I want you to be 
one of these people who can change their lives by letting God’s 
love become a reality, and sharing it according to His will. Join me 
in praying and living this Word so that we can actively be involved 
in the coming of the Kingdom on earth, starting with our beloved 
city! 
 

Fr Stanislao 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 13
th
: Movie Night. Join us as we watch together 

the movie: Mary of Nazareth. Holy Savior Hall, 6PM  
 
December 15

th
: Prior to the Celebration of the 5:15PM 

Mass, we have our youngest parishioners leading us in Las 
posados.  
 
Check the bulletin for Advent Reconciliation Services in the 
area, and the time when Mass will be celebrated on 
Christmas.  

  

 “Rejoice in the Lord always.” (Phil 4:4) 



 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 

It is truly amazing how all the tickets on the 
Christmas Giving Tree disappear and how 
beautiful the gifts are that are coming back.  
We are truly a parish family that cares!  Thank 

you so so much for your generosity.  We would like to 
remind you that all packages are due back to the parish 
center by December 17th.  If you happen to be waiting 
for a gift to be delivered and it is running late, please call 
the parish office to make arrangements. 
 

 
 
Please remember the poor box and the 
food pantry this holiday season.  It is that 
time of year where our community slows 
down and many are laid off or have their 
hours shortened and they come to us for 

rental, electric for food assistance.  The proceeds from 
the poor box help us to help those truly in need.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Join the FRIENDS OF POSSIBILITIES 

And enjoy an afternoon creating a painting 
 

Saturday, January 12,  2019 the Friends of Possibilities 
(the camp for children with diabetes) is having an 
afternoon of painting instruction.  You will create a 

delightful sea life painting.. 
 

Time:  Doors open at Noon, painting begins at 1pm 
Place:  Holy Savior Parish Hall 

Cost:  $45.  - PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
Tickets:  Katie Rimel  410-251-4793 or 

Pay Pal-fop@camppossibilities.com 
 

50/50 Raffle—Door Prizes—Food for purchase! 

 

 

 

This Advent Season we will 

have a daily blog on our web 

site. This Advent Season Dea-

con Dave will be posting the 

Daily Gospel with reflection questions and insights.  This 

will begin on the First Sunday of Advent December 2 and 

conclude on December 24. This blog is open to all the pa-

rishioners, family and friends of St. Mary Star of the Sea/

Holy Savior Parish.  It is our intention to walk together and 

share our thoughts as we await the second coming of Christ 

and Celebrate his birth at Christmas.  We will be using 

Bishop Robert Barron's Advent Gospel Reflections, which 

and be bought directly from wordonfire.org.  Please visit our 

website for more information: 

ww.stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 

Yes!  We are still having Movie Night in De-

cember!  Thursday, December 13th we will 

be showing Mary of Nazareth starting at 

6pm.  We hope you can join us.   

 

 

 

 

Readings for the week of December 9, 2018 

Sunday:           Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 

8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Monday:          Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 

35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday:          Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [Is 

40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday:    Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 

13:18bcde, 19 [15:9d]/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Thursday:        Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]/

Mt 11:11-15 

Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday:         Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 

[4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Next Sunday:  Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 

3:10-18  

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 
 

Monday, December 17—6:30pm  
St. John Neumann 

 
Tuesday, December 18—6:00pm 

St. Luke 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

(All Masses will be held at Holy Savior Church) 
 

December 24 
 

3:30—Nativity Pageant for Children 
4:00pm– Mass 

 

6:00pm –Choir Christmas Concert 
6:30pm Mass 

 

11:30 Christmas Carols 
12 Midnight—Mass 

 
December 24 

 

10:00am Mass 

http://wordonfire.org


 

 

Sharing the Gospel 

 

Have you ever played a game where you asked for a "do-

over" so you could try again? When John told his neighbors 

to be baptized, he wanted them to have a second chance, 

A "do-over." He wanted to give them a fresh, clean start 

with God. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, when I find myself doing or saying things that 

you would not like, help me to stop and start over. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw John washing someone in a river. 

 

Mission for the Week 

When you catch yourself being selfish, not following direc-

tions, or using hurtful words, stop. Say you're sorry, ask for 

forgiveness, and then try again. 
 

©2008 - PO Box 510817, New Berlin, WI 53151-0817 - 1-800-950-9952 

x2469 - LPiResourceCenter.com  

 
December 8 Saturday 
Holy Savior 
5:15pm  Parishioners 
December 9 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Stella Chansky 
8:30a.m.  Tommy Collins 
10:00a.m. Victor Mills 
 
December 10 Monday 
8:30a.m. Charles Bohner 
December 11 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Joseph Reynolds 
December 12 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Barbara Goodhues  
December 13 Thursday 
8:30am Richard Anzengruber 
December 14 Friday 
 Adoration 9am to 12noon 
 
December 15 Saturday 
Holy Savior 
5:15pm  John A. Nolet 
December 16 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Dick Rutherford 
8:30a.m.  Parishioners 
10:00a.m. Rose Weber 
 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This week’s 
candle will be lit  in loving memory of Joseph 
Reynolds. 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office.   Also 
we will have envelopes out for Christ-
mas Flowers that can be dedicated for 

a loved one. 
 

 
 
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 



 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Sunday December 16th, we will do our annual Caroling at 
the nursing home.   This year we will be going on Sunday 
afternoon and taking some of our awesome cookies with us 
for the residence and the nursing staff!  Just like last year, 
this year, although it will be led by the teens it will be open 
to the Religious Education families!  If you would like to join 
us to carol we leave immediately after the Morning Reliious 
Education Program and follow one and other to the Nursing 
Home!! 
 

 
 

 

From the desk of  

Mark J. Record, Principal 

 
Advent is the season of expectation of the coming of Christ 
and is somewhat penitential in tone. It is four weeks long, or 
slightly less, with the focus during the first two weeks on the 
final coming of Jesus as Lord and Judge. The final eight 
days of Advent give us the historical account of the birth of 
Jesus. The third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, is the 
Sunday on which the priest wears rose colored vestments 
that remind us to be joyful in our anticipation of the season. 
During the Advent Season, our Church offers us many op-
portunities to grow in our love of the Lord. We encourage our 
families to participate in the devotions and services that will 
be offered by their parishes throughout the Advent Season. 
 
Our annual Christmas Musical Program of song and praise 
will take place on Thursday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m. In 
addition, on Wednesday, December 19th our talented piano 
students will present their holiday recital at 6:30 p.m. Please 
plan to join us as our students exhibit their many talents. 
 
On Thursday, November 29th, our wonderful HSA hosted the 
2018 MBS Holiday Fashion Show. Two hundred guests en-
joyed a wonderful event that presented 9 fashion vendors 
worn by twenty-five models. A delicious meal was prepared 
by Le Donne Cucina and enjoyed by the attendees. The des-
serts we provided by Mio Fratello Italian Steakhouse. Many 
prizes were won along with auction items and vendors’ 
goods purchased. Many thanks to everyone who contributed 
to the success of this event. Special thanks to event coordi-
nators, Mrs. Anne Vogel and Mrs. Kelly Stanislav, for all their 
work and to the many volunteers who contributed their time 
and talents. A fabulous evening was enjoyed by all who at-
tended. A huge thank you to the Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 9053 who, along with our MBS Dads, skillfully served the 
meal. Thank you, again, for your support. 
 
Through the kindness and generosity of Selbyville Holly Kia, 
MBS is again raffling off a car. This year's prize is a 2019 Kia 
Rio or $10,000 CASH. One of our MBS families won last 
year!!  Tickets this year are $5 each, $20 for 5 or $50 for 13. 
Proceeds benefit the technology development fund of MBS. 
This gives us the ability to purchase more tablets for our third 
through eighth grades and enables teachers to utilize a one-
to-one digital technology ratio within daily instruction. The 
drawing will be held at STREAM Night, May 22, 2019.  

Wow….we, in Religious Ed have so many 
exciting things planned!!!  We will be bak-
ing, singing, partying.   This weekend we 
will be cookie baking!!  We have asked for 

donations and for help!!   Thank you so much for all the 
help!!  If you still have donations feel free to drop them off 
today!    Next week clear your calendar and come celebrate 
Los Posadas ~ Joseph and Mary’s Journey.   After Mass on 
Saturday, December 15, evening we will have traditional 
Mexican foods plus extra treats and games and music!!  
Crafts and games for the kids…come celebrate with your 
church family!  Then on Sunday, December 16

th
 our 

younger children will welcome a special visitor when St. 
Nicholas joins us!! Families will help to bring some joy to the 
residents of Gull creek as we go caroling and share some 
gifts and cookies!    In case I don’t say it enough we have 
so many wonderful students!!!  They make us so proud!!!  
Please feel free to join us for any of our activities!! 
 
Very IMPORTANT ~ Children in the Morning Children are 

asked to take Part in the Parish Christmas Pageant ~   I am 

asking you to check your schedule now and let me know if 

your child could help.   I need to know soon so I can do a 

rehearsal with at least the main Cast ~ Mary Joseph, Angel 

Gabriel, Wise Men, King Herold ~ I would like to have 5th 

and 6th grade students for these roles... As I said please 

check you schedule and let me know if your child will par-

ticipate! 

Today  December 9
th

 our teens will have Annual Cookie 
bake !    It begins at 6PM and ends at 8 PM!  Looking for-
ward to an awesome time!    

Some donations that we are still looking for the Cookie 

bake ~ snacks and drinks for the bakers J   and any cookie 

ingredient’s ~ sugar, butter even the refrigerator Pillsbury 

packs are welcome and parchment paper!  Baking sheets 

that we could borrow!   If you’d like to come and help at any 

event call/email Rita @ 4102897038/ relig-

ioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com  

 
Saturday, December 15th  
Procession at 5pm at 
Holy Savior Church 
Food/Refreshments/Games 
Piñatas/Music   Following 5:15Mass in the Parish 
Hall 

Come and join us for our Advent celebration of Las Posa-
das, when the children from our Religious Education 
classes will re-enact the Journey of Mary and Joseph as 
they seek shelter or “posada” and are turned away…until 
they are finally welcomed home! 
Then following Mass, join our celebration of the Posadas 
with food, refreshments, fun games, piñatas, music and 
dance! 
Please bring a food items for our St. Vincent de Paul Pan-
tryJ  Bring a friend!  Hope to see all of you there! 

 

 

mailto:religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com
mailto:religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm 
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm 
           410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken 
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 


