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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        SUNDAY 7AM MASS (CLOSED FOR THE SEASON) 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
We begin a new year as disciples of Jesus. We begin 
a whole new year and we have an opportunity to renew 
our commitment to start again with God.  And we, of 
course, can do it again.  
 
The liturgical season of Advent emphasizes, among 
other things, a very important dimension of Christian life: 
the “ultimate realities.” It’s the time to understand that as 
we live our lives in our everyday situations, we are 
building our future. Every day we try to encounter the 
One who is already there. In Christ, our present moment 
is also filled with future hope.  
 
This attitude comes from our belief that the future of the 
World belongs to Christ as He establishes, through us, 
His kingdom on earth. All the promises that God made to 
us – as we read them in the 1st reading – point to this 
desire that God has: to live our lives united in love. In 
order to achieve this, He has empowered us with the 
presence of Christ and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. These 
free gifts of God, however, require our response. And it’s 
not easy, that’s why we journey through seasons like 
Advent, to become aware of the Love that God has for 
us, and what is asked of us to remain always in this 
reality! 
 
The one “who is about to come” is already here; He 
is always encountering us. Advent reminds us that God 
is always and constantly reaching out so that we can 
grab His hand and move towards Him. He comes as a 
Judge, not to imprison us but to help us how to evaluate 
the choices we make in life, in order to enjoy the freedom 
of the Children of God.   
 
The primary effect of this liberation is seen in the 
way we relate to one another. Set free from the way of 
the World that makes think we are against each other, 
we are encouraged to develop habits that support our 
choice to love and be loved.  
 
This is what our hearts desire the most: to live in the 
freedom that Love generates. But this is the challenge 
that is ahead of us as we go through Advent in 
preparation for the season of Christmas.  
 
 
 

Every year, I give to the whole 
Parish community a “Word” in 
hope that we can use it as a way 
to anchor our steps throughout 
the year. It is then placed on the 
parish Christmas ornament. We 
have been doing this for quite 
some time and, as I saw them all 
displayed during the Christmas 
Bazaar, I realized that we have 
been on a wonderful journey 
together as disciples of Jesus. I 
hope you will display yours 
proudly – God’s Word is truly shaping our lives as a 
parish.  
 
I will write more about the 2019 “Word” as I give it next 
week.  
 
 
 
 
December 8

th
 – Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Holy Day of 
Obligation) – mass will be celebrated on Friday (Dec 7

th
) at 

6:30pm and on Sat the 8
th
 at 8:30AM, both at Holy Savior 

Church.  
 
Advent Reconciliation Services: Check the bulletin for 
information 
 
Wednesday, Dec 5

th
: Curbside Carryout, starting at 4:30pm. 

More info in the bulletin.  
 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the week of December 2, 2018 
 
Sunday:           Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/1 
Thes 3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
Monday:          Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 
8:5-11                                                    
Tuesday:          Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/
Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday:     Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 
15:29-37 
Thursday:        Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 
[26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday:         Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 
1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Next Sunday:   Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-
6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6  

  

 “Rejoice in the Lord always.” (Phil 4:4) 



 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Not long ago, despite the dangers and challenges of 
the war, a large group of Syrian young people met 
together to share their experiences of living the 
Gospel and to experience the joy of mutual love. They 
returned home determined to witness that it is possible 
to live as one family. 

We received this feedback from one of the people 
that participated: 

“We heard so many stories about profound suffering 
and pain, but also about great hope and heroic faith in 
God’s love. Some people have lost everything. Others 
watched their loved ones die. 

“Now these young people are determined to help 
make a new start. They have organized fundraising 
events, involving thousands of people. They are at 
work to rebuild a school and a garden at the center of 
a small village where construction remained 
unfinished due to the war. They have helped many 
refugee families. 

“The words of Chiara Lubich come to mind, 
‘Christian joy is like a ray of sunlight shining through a 
tear, a rose flowering from blood-stained soil. It is the 
essence of love distilled from suffering. That is why it 
has the apostolic power of a glimpse of paradise.’2 

“In these Syrian brothers and sisters of ours, we 
recognize the fortitude of the first Christians through 
the way they bear witness — during this terrible war — 
to their trust and hope in God who is love. Their 
example helps their friends to have the same trust and 
hope. Thank you, Syrian friends, for this lesson in 
Christianity put into practice!” 

 
Letizia Magri 

 
 
 

Each month the Focolare offers a Scripture passage as a 
guide and inspiration for daily living. Focolare’s founder, 
Chiara Lubich (1920–2008), wrote these commentaries for 
many years. Now an international commission continues 
this tradition, faithful to her spirituality of unity. Letizia Magri, 
an expert in marriage and family from the John Paul II 
Institute in Rome, is head of this commission and part of the 
Focolare’s center for the family. This Word of Life is 
translated into 96 different languages and reaches several 
million people worldwide through the media. This monthly 
leaflet is also a supplement to Living City, the Focolare 
magazine (livingcitymagazine.com). For information and to 
subscribe to this leaflet or to the magazine, write to: Living 
City, 202 Comforter Blvd, Hyde Park, NY 12538; tel: 845-
229-0496; e-mail: livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com. Visit 
focolare.org ( internat ional)  or  focolare.us (U.S.) . 

© 2018 by Living City of the Focolare Movement, Inc. 

 

 

St. Paul wrote to the community in the city of Philippi 
at a time when he was being persecuted and in seri-
ous trouble. Yet in spite of this he advised those dear 
friends of his, in fact he almost commanded them, to 
“rejoice always.” 

But can anyone give such a command? 
Look at the world around us. Sometimes it’s hard to 

find reasons for feeling good about life, never mind 
joyful! 

With all the worries we have, the social injustice and 
strained relationships among nations, it’s already hard 
work to avoid becoming overwhelmed and discour-
aged, and turning in on ourselves. 

And yet, Paul’s invitation is there for us, too: 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always.”  

 

What was his secret? 
Chiara Lubich wrote: “There is a reason why, de-

spite all our difficulties, we should always be joyful. 
The reason is that Christian life lived out brings us to 
this. Through Christian life, Jesus is alive in us and 
when we are with him we cannot fail to be joyful. He is 
the source of true joy because he gives meaning to 
our life and guides us with his light. He frees us from 
fear, whether we are concerned about the past or 
something yet to come. He gives us the strength to 
overcome all the difficulties, temptations and trials that 
we might encounter.”1 

Christian joy is not simple optimism, nor is it the se-
curity given by material wellbeing. It isn’t the cheeri-
ness of those who are young and healthy. Instead it is 
the fruit of a personal meeting with God in the depths 
of our hearts. 

 
“Rejoice in the Lord always.” 

  

Paul went on to say that this joy enables us to wel-
come others in a kindly way and be ready to use our 
time for others (Phil 4:5). Moreover, on another occa-
sion, Paul referred explicitly to Jesus’ saying; “There is 
more joy in giving than in receiving” (Acts 20:35). 

Being in Jesus’ company gives us an inner peace 
that has a “disarming power” and can often have a 
positive impact on the people around us.  

 

Focolare Word of Life—December, 2018 
 
 

 “Rejoice in the Lord always.” (Phil 4:4) 



Our Christmas Giving Tree is up in the Parish 
Hall Welcoming Area waiting for you to take 
tags off to help families in our local area.  
Please know, ALL GIFTS ARE DUE BACK TO 
THE PARISH BY DECEMBER 17TH.  We ask 

that you wrap the gift and place the original sticker on the 
wrapped package.  Your generosity is truly amazing but it 
makes it difficult to keep it equal among the children if you 
add items to the gift that are not listed.  If you feel inclined, 
we ask that instead, you choose an additional ticket.  This 
year, once again, we are working with Worcester Gold  to 
insure all recipients are screened.   

 

Don’t miss the opportunity to enjoy a home 

cooked Italian Dinner during this hectic 

season.  On Wednesday, December 5th 

we will have our first Curb Side Dinner.  

You can purchase tickets in advance or at the door.  All 

you will need to do is drive up and we will have your meal

(s) ready.  We will be doing this from 4:30 to 6:30pm.  

Each dinner will be $15. and will include Lasagna, Sau-

sage & Peppers, Spinach, Bread & Cookies for Dessert!  

 

This Advent Season we will 

have a daily blog on our web 

site. This Advent Season Dea-

con Dave will be posting the 

Daily Gospel with reflection questions and insights.  This 

will begin on the First Sunday of Advent December 2 and 

conclude on December 24. This blog is open to all the pa-

rishioners, family and friends of St. Mary Star of the Sea/

Holy Savior Parish.  It is our intention to walk together and 

share our thoughts as we await the second coming of Christ 

and Celebrate his birth at Christmas.  We will be using 

Bishop Robert Barron's Advent Gospel Reflections, which 

and be bought directly from wordonfire.org.  Please visit our 

website for more information   

 

Yes!  We are still having Movie Night in De-

cember!  Thursday, December 13th we will 

be showing Mary of Nazareth starting at 

6pm.  We hope you can join us.   

 
December 1 Saturday 
Holy Savior 
5:15pm  Don Muckel 
December 2 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Parishioners 
8:30a.m.  Gerry Krug 
10:00a.m. Patricia & Lugene Cleary 
 
December 3 Monday 
8:30a.m. Ken Stiner 
December 4 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Yolanda & Savino Santoni 
December 5 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Dorothy Tenaglia  
December 6 Thursday 
8:30am Charles Krauthammer 
December 7 Friday 
 No Mass 
 
December 8 Saturday 
Holy Savior 
5:15pm  Parishioners 
December 9 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Stella Chansky 
8:30a.m.  Tommy Collins 
10:00a.m. Victor Mills 
 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This week’s 
candle will be lit at Holy Savior for Tony Stover. 
 
 

 

 

If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office.   Also 
we will have envelopes out for Christ-
mas Flowers that can be dedicated for 
a loved one. 

 
 

 
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 
 

Monday, December 17—6:30pm  
St. John Neumann 

 
Tuesday, December 18—6:00pm 

St. Luke 

http://wordonfire.org


 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Come and join us for our Advent celebration of Las Posadas, 
when the children from our Religious Education classes will re-
enact the Journey of Mary and Joseph as they seek shelter or 
“posada” and are turned away…until they are finally welcomed 
home! 
Then following Mass, join our celebration of the Posadas with 
food, refreshments, fun games, piñatas, music and dance! 
Please bring a food items for our St. Vincent de Paul PantryJ  
Bring a friend!  Hope to see all of you there! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

From the desk of  

Mark J. Record, Principal 

 
As we enter the Advent season, our Church reminds us that 
we are a people in waiting and, as such, we must be pre-
pared for the coming of the Lord.  Through our observance 
of Advent, we direct our prayers, thoughts and energy to-
ward preparing the way of the Lord.   
 
Our annual Christmas Musical Program of song and praise 
will take place on Thursday, December 13

th
 at 6:30 p.m. In 

addition, on Wednesday, December 19
th
 our talented piano 

students will present their holiday recital at 6:30 p.m. 
Please plan to join us as our students exhibit their many 
talents. 
 
We acknowledge with appreciation the donation of the 
handmade ceramic Christmas tree by Mrs. Mary Pat 
Carozza. Mrs. Carozza and her husband, Tony, delivered 
the tree to our school and surprised us with the donation. 
The tree is being raffled by our school to benefit our athletic 
program. “Thank you,” Mr. and Mrs. Carozza! 
 
Our winter athletic season is well under way and our girls 
and boys basketball teams have been blessed with dedi-
cated parents and volunteers, as well as a wide interest in 
participation from our student body.  We appreciate our 
coaches and volunteers and the time they are able to de-
vote to the growth and development of our students.  The 
coaches for our boys’ basketball team this year are Mr. Dan 
Mergott and Mr. Scott Eberly. The coaches for our girls’ 
team are Mrs. Melanie Wooldridge and Mrs. Julie Dela-
hanty.  We thank God for their willingness to guide our chil-
dren.  
 
Through the kindness and generosity of Selbyville Holly 
Kia, MBS is again raffling off a car. This year's prize is a 
2019 Kia Rio or $10,000 CASH. One of our MBS families 
won last year!!  Tickets this year are $5 each, $20 for 5 or 
$50 for 13. Proceeds benefit the technology development 
fund of MBS. This gives us the ability to purchase more tab-
lets for our third through eighth grades and enables teach-
ers to utilize a one-to-one digital technology ratio within 
daily instruction. The drawing will be held at STREAM 
Night, May 22, 2019.  
 
 
 

“Brothers and sisters: 
May the Lord make you increase and abound 
in love for one another and for all, 
just as we have for you, so as to strengthen 
your hearts, to be blameless in holiness before 

our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
holy ones. Amen.” 1 Thessalonians 3:12  
 
Isn’t that a beautiful thought for this First week of Advent?  We 
sometimes allow ourselves to get absorbed into the craziness that 
is our world.  We forget that we need to be different.  We want 
peace and unity between all people. We want an end to all war 
and misunderstanding. Much of what we see on TV  upsets us 
because it puts in our face the violence and the brokenness of 
human nature and does not uplift us but poisons our mind with 
negativity.  However, as Christians instead of spending time in 
despair, our faith and hope should be motivation to repair what is 
wrong in the world.  To share the love that we receive from God 
with all those we meet!  After all, reread the quote!!  Our God is 
the God of endurance and encouragement and one is the word!  
When we all live united, as one we will then have a suitable place 
for Jesus to come and dwell among us!!  God Bless you as we 
journey together to Bethlehem! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS in Religious Education!   
Today, Sunday December 2 @ 2PM All Religious Education Stu-
dents in grades 3 to 10 and their Families should attend the Ad-
vent Reconciliation Service.   Please arrive by 1:45 and be ready 
to start promptly at 2PM. 
Because of the Reconciliation Service all morning and Evening 
classes are canceled ~ So,  No Religious Education 
Classes~December 2! 
On December 9th we will have Annual Cookie bake!    It begins at 
6PM and ends at 8:30 PM!  Looking forward to an awesome time!  
All are welcome to join us  
Sunday December 16th, we will do our annual Caroling at the 
nursing home.   This year we will be going on Sunday afternoon 
and taking some of our awesome cookies with us for the residence 
and the nursing staff! Again  this year,  although it will be lead by 
the teens it will be open to the Religious Education families!  If you 
would like to join us to carol watch this location for more details! 
Some donations that we are looking for as you clean out for 
Christmas!   For the Cookie bake ~ snacks and drinks for the bak-
ers J   and any cookie ingredient’s ~ sugar, butter even the refrig-
erator Pillsbury packs are welcome and parchment paper!  Baking 
sheets that we could borrow!   If you’d like to come and help at any 
even t  ca l l / ema i l  R i ta  @ 4102897038/  re l ig -
ioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
Very IMPORTANT ~ Children in the Morning Children are asked to 
take Part in the Parish Christmas Pageant which takes place on 
Christmas Eve at 3:30 (Right before the 4 PM  Mass) ~   I am ask-
ing you to check your schedule now and let me know if your child 
could help.   I need to know soon so I can do a rehearsal with at 
least the main Cast ~ Mary Joseph, Angel Gabriel, Wise Men, 
King Herold ~ I would like to have 5th and 6th grade students for 
these roles... As I said please check you schedule and let me 
know if your child will participate! 
 
 

Saturday, December 15th  
Procession at 5pm at 
Holy Savior Church 
Food/Refreshments/Games 
Piñatas/Music   Following 5:15Mass in the Parish 
Hall 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm 
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm 
           410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken 
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 


