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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        SUNDAY 7AM MASS (CLOSED FOR THE SEASON) 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 

 

 

“Above all, put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.” (Col. 3:14) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
We light our third candle on our wreaths as we are 
invited to rejoice because “the lord is near” (2nd 
reading). This means that both our meditation on the 
arrival on the Lord and  our awareness of the salvation 
He brings (1st reading) become clearer and clearer. 
This is the path that leads us to profound and life-
changing joy because it is based on encountering “the 
One who is to come,” who is, in reality, already here, 
calling us to Him, and waiting for our response.  
 
We are becoming aware that we cannot encounter 
Him without letting our life be changed by this 
meeting. Our hearts, filled with joy, create an 
opportunity for our mind to be renewed; it is through 
constant conversion that we can let Christ come a bit 
more into our lives. This conversion comes from 
believing and trusting that what God said and done 
will become true for us as well.  
 
This is what the today's Gospel passage testifies to 
us: the Baptist's invitation to convert is immediately 
followed by the question of the crowd asking what 
conversion consists of. It is in the works of love (v. 
11), in exercising one's profession according to Love 
(vv. 12 and 13), respecting others in love (v. 14) that 
we can translate the requirements of the Word of God 
into real and concrete stepping-stones that will lead us 
to Him.  
 
"What must we do?" It’s a legitimate and important 
question that comes from the heart of those who really 
want to remain in the grace that God has offered 
them. This question also  becomes an invitation to 
restore fairness, justice, respect for others, by 
abandoning all forms of violence, all arrogance and 
pride. It calls us to solidarity and fraternity. 
 
Let’s live these “attitudes” in the next week, let's 
become more aware how we treat every person we 
meet, starting with our own household. Let’s commit 
ourselves to practice these Gospel attitude so that our 
hearts may be able to let God’s love truly be felt in us. 
Love cannot cohabitate with indifference; the more we 
become aware of the needs and the gifts the others 
may offer, the more enriched our lives will be. And 

that’s how God invites us to convert – to change our 
mind and opinion – so to discover His love behind 
everything and every person we meet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our local parishes are having their Advent 
Reconciliation Services this week.  Please check the 
bulletin for dates and times. 
 
It is humbling to see the immense generosity of our 
parish family with the Giving Tree.  Please remember 
all items are due by this Monday, December 17th! 
 
Please see the bulletin for our Christmas Mass 
Schedule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Readings for the week of December 16, 2018 
 

Sunday:           Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 
4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 
Monday:          Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 
[cf. 7]/Mt 1:1-17 
Tuesday:          Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 
7]/Mt 1:18-25 
Wednesday:     Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 
16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 
Thursday:        Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c 
and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 
20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45 
Saturday:         1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 
8abcd [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56 
Next Sunday:   Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/
Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45  

  

 “Rejoice in the Lord always.” (Phil 4:4) 



 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has already 
brought back their wrapped gifts for the Giving 
Tree.  Please know that Monday, December 
17th is the last day to bring them in.  If your 

gift has been delayed or is a special order and taking al 
little more time, please contact the parish office, 410-289
-0652 or office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com, and let 
us know as soon as possible so we can make 
arrangements.  Thank you. 
 

 
Please remember the poor box and the 
food pantry this holiday season.  It is that 
time of year where our community slows 
down and many are laid off or have their 
hours shortened and they come to us for 
rental, electric for food assistance.  The 

proceeds from the poor box help us to help those truly in 
need.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join the FRIENDS OF 
POSSIBILITIES 

And enjoy an afternoon creating a painting 
 

Saturday, January 12,  2019 the Friends of Possibilities 
(the camp for children with diabetes) is having an 
afternoon of painting instruction.  You will create a 

delightful sea life painting.. 
 

Time:  Doors open at Noon, painting begins at 1pm 
Place:  Holy Savior Parish Hall 

Cost:  $45.  - PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED 
Tickets:  Katie Rimel  410-251-4793 or 

Pay Pal-fop@camppossibilities.com 
 

50/50 Raffle—Door Prizes—Food for purchase! 

 

 

 

This Advent Season we will 

have a daily blog on our web 

site. This Advent Season Dea-

con Dave will be posting the 

Daily Gospel with reflection questions and insights.  This 

will begin on the First Sunday of Advent December 2 and 

conclude on December 24. This blog is open to all the pa-

rishioners, family and friends of St. Mary Star of the Sea/

Holy Savior Parish.  It is our intention to walk together and 

share our thoughts as we await the second coming of Christ 

and Celebrate his birth at Christmas.  We will be using 

Bishop Robert Barron's Advent Gospel Reflections, which 

and be bought directly from wordonfire.org.  Please visit our 

website for more information: 

ww.stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 

 

 

All are welcome to join us for Eucharist 

Adoration every Friday beginning in Janu-

ary from 9am to 12noon at Holy Savior.  We 

do ask that you enter and exit from the par-

ish center door.   

 

 

Join us for our 5th Annual Day of 

Prayer for Life on Friday, January 

18, 2018.  Our day will begin at 

8am with the Rosary and Mass and 

then we will enjoy breakfast in our parish hall with a 

guest speaker.  We will finish around noon.  There is no 

fee for this day, however, we do ask that you let us know 

you will be there as seating is limited.  Please contact the 

parish office by phone 410-289-0652 or by email of-

fice@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com and we will put you 

on the list!  Thank you. 

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 
 

Monday, December 17—6:30pm  
St. John Neumann 

 
Tuesday, December 18—6:00pm 

St. Luke 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

(All Masses will be held at Holy Savior Church) 
 

December 24 
 

3:30—Nativity Pageant for Children 
4:00pm– Mass 

 

6:00pm –Choir Christmas Concert 
6:30pm Mass 

 

11:30 Christmas Carols 
12 Midnight—Mass 

 
December 25 

10:00am Mass 

http://wordonfire.org


 

 

Sharing the Gospel 

How can you show you love God? Instead of keeping all of 

your clothes and food, share some with people who don't 

have any. Be happy and thankful for all God has given you. 

When you love God more than money, you'll be happy to 

share. 

 

Prayer 

Dear God, help me to share happily with others. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of yourself sharing a snack with a classmate 

who has none. 

 

Mission for the Week 

The next time you go grocery shopping with your parents, 

ask if you can pick out some foods to share with the poor. 

As a family, talk about how thankful you are for the many 

ways God takes care of you. 
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December 15 Saturday 
Holy Savior 
5:15pm  John A. Nolet 
December 16 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Dick Rutherford 
8:30a.m.  Parishioners 
10:00a.m. Rose Weber 
 
December 17 Monday 
8:30a.m. Ray Sarlitto 
December 18 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Marlene DiPino 
December 19 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Vincent Sica  
December 20 Thursday 
8:30am Michael Downey 
December 21 Friday 
 Adoration 9am to 12noon 
 
December 22 Saturday 
Holy Savior 
5:15pm  Parishioners 
December 23 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am Agnes Coughlin 
8:30a.m.  Christopher Simone 
10:00a.m. Mr. Ruth 
 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This week’s 
candle will be lit  for Frank & Liz Paterra. 
 
 

 

 

If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office.   Also 
we will have envelopes out for Christ-
mas Flowers that can be dedicated for 
a loved one. 

 
 

 
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 



 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 
 

 

From the desk of  

Mark J. Record, Principal 

 
We continue our Advent journey by preparing ourselves for 
Jesus’s coming.  On Monday, December 10th our school 
held its annual Advent Penance Service.  Following the 
Penance Service, ten priests were available for individual 
confessions by our staff and students.  This Penance Ser-
vice is an important part of our Advent celebration. 
 
On Thursday, December 13th, MBS held our annual Christ-
mas Musical Program.  What a wonderful evening that was 
enjoyed by our 600 guests!  Our students, under the direc-
tion of Mrs. Cover, Mrs. Zender, Mrs. Selba sang, danced 
and performed in an overwhelmingly spiritual and artistic 
show.  Many thanks to everyone who attended and special 
thanks to our parents who contributed their support. 
 
Our annual Christmas Piano Recital will take place on 
Wednesday, December 19th.  Our talented piano students 
will present their holiday recital at 6:30pm.  Please plan to 
join us as our students exhibit their many talents. 
 
On Thursday, November 30th, our wonderful HSA hosted 
the 2018 M.B.S.  Holiday Fashion Show.  Two hundred 
guests enjoyed a wonderful event that presented 9 fashion 
vendors worn by twenty-five models.  A wonderful meal was 
prepared by Le Donne Cucina and enjoyed by the atten-
dees.  The deserts were provided by Mia Fratello Italian 
Steakhouse.  Many thanks to everyone who contributed to 
the success of the event.  Special thanks to the event coor-
dinators, Mrs. Anne Vogel and Mrs. Kelly Stanislav, for all 
their work and to the many volunteers who contributed their 
time and talents.  A fabulous evening was enjoyed by all 
who attended.  A huge thank you to the Knights of Colum-
bus 9053 who, along without MBS Dads, skillfully served 
the meal.  Thank you, again, for your support. 
 
CAR RAFFLE 
We are blessed by the kindness and generosity of Selby-
ville Holly Kia. This year's prize is a 2019 Kia Rio or 
$10,000 CASH. One of our MBS families won last year!!   
  
Tickets this year are $5 each, $20 for 5 or $50 for 13. Pro-
ceeds benefit the technology development fund of MBS. 
The drawing will be held at STREAM Night, May 22, 
2019. Tickets are currently on sale in the office and through 
this link:  http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?
llr=xryz7ocab&oeidk=a07efunam700a691365. 
 

Wow….we, in Religious Ed have so many 
exciting things planned!!!  We will be bak-
ing, singing, partying.   This weekend we 
will be cookie baking!!  We have asked for 

donations and for help!!   Thank you so much for all the 
help!!  If you still have donations feel free to drop them off 
today!    Next week clear your calendar and come celebrate 
Los Posadas ~ Joseph and Mary’s Journey.   After Mass on 
Saturday, December 15, evening we will have traditional 
Mexican foods plus extra treats and games and music!!  
Crafts and games for the kids…come celebrate with your 
church family!  Then on Sunday, December 16

th
 our 

younger children will welcome a special visitor when St. 
Nicholas joins us!! Families will help to bring some joy to the 
residents of Gull creek as we go caroling and share some 
gifts and cookies!    In case I don’t say it enough we have 
so many wonderful students!!!  They make us so proud!!!  
Please feel free to join us for any of our activities!! 
 
Very IMPORTANT ~ Children in the Morning Children are 

asked to take Part in the Parish Christmas Pageant ~   I am 

asking you to check your schedule now and let me know if 

your child could help.   I need to know soon so I can do a 

rehearsal with at least the main Cast ~ Mary Joseph, Angel 

Gabriel, Wise Men, King Herold ~ I would like to have 5th 

and 6th grade students for these roles... As I said please 

check you schedule and let me know if your child will par-

ticipate! 

Sunday December 16th, we will do our annual Caroling at 
the nursing home.   This year we will be going on Sunday 
afternoon and taking some of our awesome cookies with us 
for the residence and the nursing staff!  Just like last year, 
this year, although it will be led by the teens it will be open 
to the Religious Education families!  If you would like to join 
us to carol we leave immediately after the Morning Reliious 
Education Program and follow one and other to the Nursing 
Home!! 
 

 

Visit Star of the Sea Religious Gift 
Shoppe to see all the awesome Advent 
and Christmas items.  Purchase your 
annual Christmas ornament!!    
They are Beautiful  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xryz7ocab&oeidk=a07efunam700a691365
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xryz7ocab&oeidk=a07efunam700a691365


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday—9am to 5pm 
Wednesday & Friday—9am to 3pm 
           410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken 
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 


