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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 
SCRIPTURE 
 
April 29, 2018 5th Sunday of Easter 
 
Are you ready for a trim? In today's Gospel, we hear 
the familiar teaching of the vine and the branches. 
Jesus reminds us that if we remain close to him-living 
in humility, following God's law, loving our neighbor-
we will notice a positive change in our life and the 
lives of those around us. "Whoever remains in me and 
I in him will bear much fruit." The Holy Spirit is life-
giving. He is fruitful. The Spirit of God won't refuse 
grace to a heart that is open. 
  
As we progress through life, learning how to live and 
love, we grow. Our personalities flower. We discover 
what it is to be a blessing to others. We also 
experience lack, loss, and the results of our failures. 
We know what it is like to "wither" at times, particularly 
the times when we willingly separate ourselves from 
Jesus. "Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 
unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you 
unless you remain in me." For most of us, this 
experience of being disconnected and off track 
generates a desire to return to what is right and good, 
to return to the vine. 
 
But this Gospel is more than "Are you in or are you 
out?" Even when we remain in God, when we follow 
Jesus, we are not exempt from the challenge, the 
pruning. "Everyone that [bears fruit] he prunes." A 
prudent trim is necessary in the natural world of trees 
and vines. Dead wood, broken shoots, and diseased 
branches need to be cut back in order for the plant to 
bear fruit. Jesus wants us to be healthy! He says as 
much himself: "By this is my Father glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and become my disciples." Take a 
look at your life today. Where are you bearing fruit? 
Where do you need to be pruned?  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our 2nd Graders who received 

their First Holy Communion this weekend. 

 

Next Saturday, May 5th we will have a workshop 

for all interested in serving as Adult Altar Servers. 

The meeting will begin at 10am in the parish hall.   

 

We are steadily moving along towards our goal of 

$41,000.  for the Annual and thank everyone who 

has contributed.  We still have a ways to go but 

know that we will make it!   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Readings for the Week of April 28, 2018 
 
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a]/1 Jn 

3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 [1ab]/Jn 

14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12]/

Jn 14:27-31a 

St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26--2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-

24/Ps 90:2, 3-4, 12-13, 14 and 16 [cf. 17b]/Mt 13:54-58 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/Jn 

15:1-8 

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12-

17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 

[cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17  

 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life” 



 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 

Everyone is invited to participate in the 
National Day of Prayer at noon on Thursday, 
May 3rd, in front of City Hall, as members of our 
community pray for our nation, leaders, 
community and more. Government leaders, 
ministers, and citizens of Ocean City will 
participate. We will gather rain or shine. 

 
 

 
 
  

WELCOME TO OCEAN CITY PROJECT! 

We are going to be starting our annual 

Welcome bags for the International 

Students coming to Ocean City to work for the summer.  

These welcome bags will be distributed to ISOP & Irish 

Outreach.  These bags contain “goodies” to make their 

transition easier.  Some items needed are:  Paper 

products, (toilet tissue, kleenex , paper towels), 

Toothpaste, Snack Items (please, no peanut products), 

Bottled Water, Small Individual Cereal, First Aid Kits, 

Dollar Tree Gift Cards, Any Personal Hygiene Items, Non 

Perishable Foods. 

We will be assembling the bags on May 8th & May 22nd 

from 9am to 11am in the parish hall.  You can drop off 

items in the parish welcoming area at your convenience.   

Any questions, please contact Patty Fingles at 

Pattyfingles@gmail.com.  Thank you, in advance for your 

generosity in welcoming the students! 

 

 

Ocean City Community Health Fair, 

Tuesday, May 8th  

8am to 12:30pm  Roland E. Powell 

Convention Center 

Free Screenings:  Carotid, Respiratory, Bone Density, 

Foot Checks, Hearing and more 

Pets on Wheels of Delmarva 

Blood Drive by Blood Bank of Delmarva 

 
 

 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 
 

To join our Parish music ministry, no experience is 
required and all are invited! We are always looking for 
musicians and cantors to join our family; choir re-
hearsal begins every Tuesday at 7PM in the Holy Sav-
ior sanctuary. Before rehearsal there is also an hour 
dedicated for anyone that needs individual help.  
Please contact Jordan Pantalone for more information 
at jspantalone1018@gmail.com. 

 

 
Mark your calendars Friends!  Our next 
breakfast will be Sunday, May 20th from 
8am to 12pm.  We look forward to seeing 
you all!! 
 
 

 
 

The Elves are back in town and are 
collecting all gently used household 
items, jewelry, Christmas Items, 
Books and Linens.  Please, no electri-
cal items.  We ask that you drop these 
items off on Wednesdays between 9 

and 12.  Also, the Elves are back to crafting on Wednes-
day Mornings and would love to have some new happy 
smiling faces!  All are welcome to join. 
 
 
 
 

Just a reminder that Mass St. Mary Star of 
the Sea and Bethany United Methodist 
Church will begin on Memorial Day Week-
end.  May 26th at 5pm for Bethany and 
May 27th at 7am for St. Mary’s.  Our  
Masses at Holy Savior Church will con-
tinue to be 5:15pm on Saturday and 

8:30am & 10am on Sundays. 



  

 

 

Sharing the Gospel 

Put a brand new light bulb in a lamp. Turn the lamp on. It 

shines brightly. Now, unplug the lamp. The lamp goes dark. 

It might be a nice lamp. It might have a new light bulb. Yet, 

without being plugged in to electricity, the lamp cannot 

shine. In today's Gospel, Jesus is the vine and you are a 

branch. As long as you are attached to Jesus, your faith 

can grow fruit like love, kindness and gentleness. If you 

break away from Jesus, your faith will die, and you will not 

grow any fruit. Stay plugged in to Jesus, so you can shine. 

Stay connected to Jesus, so your faith can grow fruit. 

 

Prayer 

God, help me to stay connected to Jesus. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of a tall vine with one branch for every per-

son in your family. Write Jesus' name on the vine, and write 

the names of your family members on the branches. 

 

Mission for the Week 

Read Galatians 5:22-23 with your family. Write down the 

nine different kinds of fruit that will grow from your faith, 

when you stay connected to Jesus.  
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April 28 Saturday 
5:15pm  Carol Terlizzi 
April 29 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00a.m.  Parishioners 
8:30a.m.  Laura Bond 
10:00a.m. Helen & Charles Nace 
 
April 30 Monday 
8:30a.m. Edward Mackin 
May 1 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Gina Scuito 
May 2 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Catherine Morley 
May 3 Thursday 
8:30am Raymond J. Hoesten. 
May 4 Friday 
 No Mass 
May 5 Saturday 
5:15pm  Betty Kersey 
May 6 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00a.m.  Parishioners 
8:30a.m.  Dorothy Tenaglia 
10:00a.m. Patricia & Lugene Cleary 
 
 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This  week 
the candle will be lit in loving memory of Cath-
erine Halloran from Tricia Hughes. 
 

 

 

 

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 
 

 
 
If you would like to have flowers placed 
on the altar in honor of a loved one, 
please contact the parish office. 

 
 

 

Low Gluten Hosts are available at all Masses.  
Please see the Adult Altar Server prior to 
Mass  if you would like to receive one.  Thank 
you 
 

 

  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 



 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 

 

  From the desk of Mark J. Record, Principal… 

 

 
Louis P. De Angelo, Ed.D., Secretary of Education and Superin-
tendent of Schools for the Diocese of Wilmington, received the 
2018 Lead. Learn. Proclaim. Award from the National Catholic 
Educational Association (NCEA) for dedication and commitment to 
excellence. The annual award honors those whose ministry is 
Catholic school education and who have demonstrated a strong 
Catholic educational philosophy as well as exceptional ability, 
dedication and results.  (From the Diocese of Wilmington website) 
Our Diocese is blessed to have Dr. De Angelo in leadership of our 
Catholic schools.  Congratulations, Dr. De Angelo, on this well-
deserved recognition. 
 
We would like to congratulate our 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade students 
along with Mrs. Jackie Selba for an outstanding production of 
"Pirates Past Noon." We would also like to thank Mrs. Jaime Wil-
son, Mrs. Barbara Stevenson, and Mrs. Josie Cover for their assis-
tance. Additionally, we would like to thank Mrs. Colleen Rutzler, 
Mrs. Mary Rosenhagen, Mrs. Christa Gunther, Mrs. Ann Cotting-
ham, Mr. Rick Deale, Mr. Josh Esworthy, Mr. Ward Culver, Mr. 
Chris Ouellet, Mr. Tony Prochazka, Mrs. McKaylee Prochazka, Mr. 
Duane Cover, Mrs. Jeanne Zender, Mr. John Devine, Mr. Chris 
Connor for all their time, talent and help with making our musical a 
success. Special thanks go out to our stage crew, Daniel Genga, 
Grace Short, Josie Peranteau and Kayden Hamby! What an im-
pressive performance of acting, dancing and singing! 
 
Last week, our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students had the opportu-
nity to work with Kevin Martin, a local steel drum artist. Over the 
course of three days, the students learned about the history and 
origins of the steel drum (or "steel pan") in addition to learning how 
to play the instrument. For this residency, Mr. Martin brought over 
30 of his homemade steel drums and worked with each class for 
three sessions. The residency culminated with each class perform-
ing the calypso music and songs they learned for the student 
body. We are grateful to Mr. Martin for passing the art of "panning" 
to our students!  
 
Through the kindness and generosity of Jim’s Berlin Chevy, Berlin 
Jeep and Ram, and Holly KIA, MBS is raffling off a 2018 Chevrolet 
Spark or $10,000 CASH. Tickets are $10.00 each, 6 for $50.00 or 
13 for $100.00. The drawing will be held on STREAM night, May 
23, 2018. For more information, or to purchase tickets, visit our 
website at www.mostblessedsacramentschool.com or call the 
school office at 410-208-1600. 
 

MBS is now accepting applications for the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year. For more information or to schedule a tour, 
please contact Lisa Edmunds, Director of Admissions at 
410-208-1600 or email at ledmunds@mbscs.org.  

 

Wow!!  This weekend is a beautiful 
weekend of celebration in this par-
ish!!   Not only are we celebrating 
Father Stanislao’s 50 Birthday on 
Saturday evening but Sunday Morn-

ing we will celebrate with twelve of our young parishion-
ers as the receive their First Holy Communion!  They 
have practiced, they have prayer and now, although 
maybe a little nervous and a lot excited, they are totally 
ready!!  I congratulate all of the moms and dads, grand-
mothers and granddads, big sisters and big brothers and 
all who have set the example and shared their faith with 
these young people!!   They have learned about the joy 
of their faith through their family’s prayers and example!  
I am so very proud of all of them and of how seriously 
they have prepared!  They will remain always in my 
prayers, but in a special way today as the join us at the 
table!!   So, as you say your prayers, please remember 
Jameson, Cecilia, Katie, Cooper, Gael, Elizabeth, Tyler, 
Christian, Dawid, Caroline, Rodrigo and Lucas!!     Have 
a beautiful week! 
                            Rita  
 
 
     Adult Altar Server Training Meeting ~ May 5, 2018 at 
10 AM in the parish hall!   Join us to explore all the ins 
and outs of this beautiful ministry!!  Continental Breakfast 
will be served!! 
 

Keep in Mind that our Religious Article Store Located just 
inside the doors of Church closes to the Parking lot has 
many wonderful gifts for Baptism, First Communion, 
Confirmation and even Mother’s Day!  Be sure to stop in 
and browse!   Can’t find what you had in mind?   Ask  
Ms. Dale, she can place orders for specific items! 
 
 
VBS!!!!!!!   Thank you for the great response for the rolls!!  
Wait until you see them in use!   I think we are set for 
toilet paper  rolls!   However, keep saving all the other 
rolls ~paper towel, wrapping paper and the bigger rolls 
that come from carpets and copiers!  We still need sev-
eral more of them!!  The next phase of gathering is dollar 
store table clothes ~ all shades of blues and greens and 
plastic vines (also available at the dollar store), ropes ~ 
old boat ropes or twine, Cellophane ~ blue and green!   
And those of you that are yard sale-ers I am looking for 
stuffed animals that are jungle themed ~ Tigers, mon-
keys, parrots, sloths, jaguars, snakes, turtles…any that 
you think you might encounter as a castaway on an is-
land! 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:  9am-5pm 
Wednesday & Friday 9am –3pm 
             410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken,  
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 


